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Title: “Ts She Natural or Unnatural?”’: The Unnatural Narrative of Angela Carter’s
Nights at the Circus

Abstract: As a rejoinder to current studies of feminist thought, postmodern
strategies, and historiographic narrative of Angela Carter’s Nights at the Circus,
this paper attempts to re-examine this novel from the perspective of unnatural
narratology. It argues that in terms of unnatural character, Carter portrays a half-
human-half-bird “new woman,” Fevvers; in terms of unnatural time, traditional
time becomes various types of unnatural time in this work: time suddenly stops;
the juxtaposition of different time; the rhythmic time, and in terms of unnatural
space, conventional space transforms into imaginative space and the inner space
of characters. In doing so, Carter not only breaks restraints of the stereotyped
characters and time-space, but also challenges the “naturalness” of conventional
gender roles.
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