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Title: Revenge and Ethics in Euripides’ Medea

Abstract: In his Medea, Euripides highlights the ethical ambiguity of Medea’s
slaughtering of her sons by concentrating on Medea’s problem of revenge. As the
ethical crux of the tragedy, understanding this deed of slaughtering is the key to the
understanding of Medea’s ethical choice. Medea gradually loses her basis of moral
indignation during her quest for justice. And her egocentric self-love is fully shown
in her intentional killing of her sons. In deifying Medea after her murdering of her
sons, Euripides has conveyed the paradox inherent in the Athenian democracy:
Athenian democracy has provided fertile soil for individualism which it cannot af-
ford. The encouraging and deification of the pursuit of freedom and eros will bring
destruction to the polis. As a play staged on the eve of the Peloponnesian War, Eu-
ripides may have also conveyed his concern about Athenian democracy going to
extremes in his Medea: just like Medea, the individual who is full of self-awareness
and self-will, the polis of Athens may get out of control in its endless pursuit of
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KO A4 2 13 SRR AT A R N FEIKEA T 52 FORBHM 4D 423k
ZRFKo WRVLSEIKT A T 5RIEF SR 5 & T KA KA %, TR
2y RIRFEICEIE N IRAT G 321850, AR FAZST b T HIRE M5 .
RUONIXFEAR A FARZE 1 b A i AR5 [ 1 1 SO A Ry 7 B Rr S — K
T, T (ERAOERILE) BatEE GEMEAIRND & A
FEAE, FESEIAE 28 PR AN ) E SO SR A o 1 dnn R B e A3 BT/ O 1)
B F=GMERTH—HBIERES, < MIkEE, HEEaR, TN
ACLLBE LT AN EM, FFRUER LN &I WIET, IR
K, SEECA B N (881-887 47) o '4RiMi, BT (£ X H,
AT, BB 2 E R HME oEE . VR RS R i 1%
TGS — PR E 1 5 DA B NTEZER SO il 25 AT (SRR )
PIOET SR, AT R, DRS00 5] REmE 7~ 17 W A3 1
X H 2 4 ) 2o 42 B At i B ) A TR SR RE .l I T R A ST R4 B AE SO
K L JEE A5 i A — o [R5 A 1 324 1) 5 SR 17 0 S KO IX 2R 7830 B TR AR
AN 5 e U A 1 R

NTUHT 431 SRR AR R b, (GEIKEY AR 54 58 2= 10U

1 PR A RS, T G ST T R ELREAH < A AR > L)
CIU NI e ptt 2020 BIHED
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e N R FESCAE 3R R 2R 5 T LA S A B e R B R I T
RAWINE . —3 KEGETEERE. FIFERRIRKIZ, RCE R E T AL
AL AT RS I AR SR N O s BT AN SE AR e 4T oAl —— KL
JEEAF T A R TSR EES . iz o 38 A aok % 0 A 5 B AR RO e R BEEE L,
(B S/ A 1R &l (RG2S (T NN e e 7ok 2 7 N e <7 | A e: e 9 =2 e
MIAEAEE —N . K LB IX P 783 B B IR MR, 75
BEWREA?

KK LR 75 307 2 AR TR R L T 8K £ IR N 32 2B I fE . X
BB IR AR T 5 5 A I = B e AR A B SR G, B
JE A — T LML 7S T S B ) P B R« AR R e MEBLIR WA A
EAG BN N SCHR AL T Fo ey 458, 200777 #'E (Friedrich 238) o &K
A S G A2 R R T TR % S e T I G S MO e, D e R e A
T 2t 5 AR AL SR BERIRL T JRITR I SE 3K AT™ SR 52 Lo 4 AL B
R, #62 KK (Luschnig 2) o {HIXFh 7 #) B 2L —F0 H SR IR p0 50
SR AT XA R T IR S, A GIUR TR L. RIRZE 5
K BHAR 4 5 22308 7 (SRR I T R B iR ANE . b S A5 2w, R Hh 50 S
WdEH, SEIKTK RS, B LN ZETE . DRIk, R AWK L RE #3 7m i
Tk T S5 K M 6 It A SR A T b g, W2 Ak T o TR A A B A ) e B B
BA B KEMFHAENT FRES ZAMIRSE, X7 b B k0r
AL T IE MRS —— Bt K W E R I 3R T — R 32 E Jy. (B
Rl ey D RAREAE H R BB AT A RIE A & R R ——
FIKWIFFKEE, WIB, HERREF, RTFH—RINTH, RIEH NEHK
JF (I A9) & 7 353 (McDermott 108-109) o ¥R HLEEAS 28 T HI 92 K 2 TE 7 (1 A,
B T W NI E WO B AR, JREmsE 7T — UM, R&E
ANET (McDermott 2-3) .

H A G R XIS T NP5, A B 2 AATE & 5 R e
Ko LB NRMEENESRIART, AERAELE. HEHE A
B < 3R A0, HEFERESHMET, Ao ks it e
RN R —T (P, (RREJEEA AR 5 BARE MR 92) o MRk HLE
R T IO B 5 A 52 AL b &, HIRER 2R E BN —TH
U A RS (ALY, KA AR T B AR AR EL . W AR T R T A
BB NN SR 4 2 VRS K 2 SRR R 35 H #TE 7]
7 5K B S IR R SR R RE T B T AR Ny, R T BRR L JEE AR 0] A 4
o EAris ) B Em AL G R R, BRHEE RN AR,
SO EIRIR AT A ? AR G, ME A E )R HETR e, R
X BB BIAS X o HESNT RS H e AR A B, @ H IR R AR R AR AR
BT, AW R B AR R RARFIRIB TR AR . B3 A A 32
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FALM TP ATCTEL, AR T —FER e B 0 H 3R B, — BB RIS E L
GARRL LTI, I EL R . X Y

R HLREAR WA IE He 1 BR . R AR JEIE 7 SRR, A S e
LI ZIRFE 7. X500 E B IE I LR B %) (Circe) JERUXTLE. SEAKIE B
WAt 2, EERERCINE R NI IE B, B AR AR+ R 3 (Luschnig 2)
R [ £ e e S — A B, FEXHE S (AR B 5 SAT R i 1) [ e
S E R R SRR UGERIK,  RA T EN R RN,
PNFIKILRET H CHR T o AT IE SR (R AT JEUA AT DLk it — &,
IR SEH B, B NAESRIKIE 2 B — R KK T2 R o RA 8 5T H
WURISERO AT A i, AR Z IS * Rl s R AR M k. T ERATTAS
TN, SRAKIE S 20 HE ST R AT AT ?

AR E IR AT 5 KL &, Wi T B e TS A
55 5K GAE IR RSe ) 7L A AR A s A G 7 17 15 KT HE it
[ TR B AT S AL e WRANE SC R, B EES HnE i 5 d i 2Bk
WX FAE R L & ek, Rz, BAAEGR RIS R, #
St b, FERR AR MR RIE (RAH)  (degeus) w1, SR BT Sk
i 7 HES R

&g

2 CEROEY Frfitsr, BXEREAHAEIKL K ENATSIBE T A1 IE
2. AR A B Sy P e A HE O S 2 OB R R D e AT, AN H S o
WS, FEFW, BT REARPEE LR GREHRED « Bk, 25K
BTN AR T LRI RS, s T 140 EARER KA = WLk B [H]
1o BNINRLF RISEROEAE R CLAR R e =AM S0 I, TheZeit K B
PRI OO IR S Ath— T 23 BRA BE S AP B A B L SRR I, 2 0
b, A —J5 T SGE 5 K R, 2 BIE R T, 2 R
FEVLH ) 2 RSN AE R 32 A o WKL R A3 kP kb 38 7 =0, SRk 3RS T
575 W A VEAE B R AR S A 4 57 (Friedrich 222)

AT & F SRR A RmA R 7m0 B0 —m, BRERS
et L RE 2 T (9 SE RO AR T 52 AN A R I8 I SR IR i — A, R OE
SRR o X6 TE S AT A0 B R4, R 2 5 B T T Bk 8 7 — e
VERAERERT 5 B AR L, ZfF (EREFIED SR SIS oR2, i
Ry Bt 1 AR BT AN 1] e 3 SRSE AR IX % HE A A e SR U], e %o i SCAE 2
[FIRE, SERKMA TR RE AL AEEIR, HHES, MM, XEE T
CORE RN FESRR ATy, WSS M R e AR T,
BT A AN SCENBf 8 TSk . FRATE 2, RIELER S S8 7 AT, B
JEE A3 10740 4 0 A £ B 56 S K0 (1) [R) 47 Bt e R s AN A A B 25 Hh 2
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LT SRAKAR T BT OB, R R IR I (37 55 B R B L AR T
R, T SR B 775 bt o 08 72 1A DA DR 7 5 5 M B M R J % g ) T
(Segal, “On the Fifth Stasimon of Euripides’ Medea”170) . % & HE 2 f5H,
DK ERLJEE A o 2 S A B 2 T SR B AR I T B R g, 1R SEKTE R T,
ik PR L @ A N fiE (Luschnig 3)

g, @O E N SRR < BE D R TIER, BREEA ST
SFRATT XS 52 0K T AR 1 R e 2T A L PR A8 B $R 0E 4T 1 SR E )
%o XA R T ARG RO ERIT (GRIE) — RS IRE S,
W IR FETH FE KA A T IX AR B R P A T RO . i ESCRTR, AR
FUM B IRERAE ZR AT, S R AR B 1 5 3 Boa
TR Ja — 2Rk ERIT, Oy VIR EKWAT S 78 0 i B, KRR A A
HEMREEE Tl MKW E AT BIG B ARG EM T, A
AT G WA RIS o AR PRI, EE A I A T S Fe,
B IR AR BA RIS B o A, SR SR T B SE MO D IR — o 2o b v gk
7, AnmeE A

SR, WK HLJEEAT 28 T w1 0 / B T A AT I 5 I R, T O R A
FIRM— B ma T &S LR EEEWE T HFRIBIE, didE s
T HBEAMER R FIRESREC R, R0 % 5 R R AT SRR A
) CIBERRIAEARD RIS, KR EEAS 0t I8 Lk oK R AR R IR R AT T —
. XEMIRSENAIECNE LT —ER s EETHR N R T gnEd
FERESE I -RAEEEL, KRR AN A E IR, XA HEAT 2 8. BRE
JEEAF T AR RS 7R, 1B SR F R 2 8K 2 4 (1 BILIE 0 SR R A% Gi
R I (B, QRS FIRFED) 19-30) o T SEAKLA 5242 ] 1 M i
AR Z A I A M PAF I . B IX PP hE B A 4G FRRR A SR A
KZ JC ” (moral nihilism) (Segal, "Euripides' Medea: Vengence, Reversal, and
Closure”15) o BKHUFEAFHI7ER 2 5 Je Uik 4 R O Al 47 _BIRIZ Rk, 2
W AE [P HE SN A R E ML IR B A ok < B EIME R M, AR A H
FH PR TG B AR A 15 (R R RIS 5] 1) — 2 AN VA B 2
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