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Abstract: Ethical literary criticism is an important theoretical achievement in lit-

erature studies of China, which is also an influential practice of discoursal construc-
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tion. Its global success shall not be achieved without the completion of its terminol-
ogy system, which forms the underlying structure of its discourse body. On the one
hand, with the aid of Citespace, Antconc Tools as well as online questionnaires,
this study probes into the status quo of ethical literary criticism both at home and
abroad. On the other hand, it describes the functioning of terminology in knowl-
edge practice with the example of the kernel term “ethical selection/choice.” The
implication of this terminology-based critical study is that for bettering the aca-
demic discourse of ethical literary criticism, a coordinated, systematic and dialogic
terminology system shall be constructed. The methodological significance attached
to terminology, namely, the terminologie-critique, might also be applicable in the
studies of Chinese academic discourse in general in contemporary times.
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