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Good literary criticism is always ethic-oriented. Literature aims to achieve a perfect 

unity of human emotion, aesthetic perception and morality.In terms of virtue and 

beauty, ethical criticism holds that virtue is the basis of beauty and beauty is the 

highest form or expression of virtue.The organic integration of virtue and beauty 

is the ideal realm of literature .The fundamental task of literature is to enable the 

readers to gain moral teaching and to ennoble the readers through their aesthetic 

experiences.
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1  “Political economy conceals the estrangement inherent in the nature of labor by 

not considering the direct relationship between the worker (labor) and production. It is true that 

labor produces the rich wonderful things--but for the worker it produces privation. It produces 

palaces--but for the worker, hovels. It produces beauty--but for the worker, deformity. It replaces 

labor by machines, but it throws one section of the workers back into barbarous types of labor 

and it turns the other section into a machine. It produces intelligence--but for the worker, stupid-

ity, cretinism”. See Karl Marx. “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844.” Karl Marx & 

Frederick Engels.Collected Works, Volume 3, London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1975. p.273. 
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