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Abstract: In Plato’s Symposium, Aristophanes’ encomium on Eros inspires
us to learn human nature and its afflictions and the essence of love. According
to Aristophanes’ tale, human beings in the past are bisexual creatures. By the
command of Zeus, each of them was cut into two and each of them is unisexual and
seeks the other half. That means man is an existence of Sphinx factor. The desire
and pursuit of the whole is the essence of Eros. Aristophanes’ speech reveals love’s
three attributes: relationship, exclusiveness and wholeness. But since the beloved
is regarded not as an individual, but as the lover’s own half of the whole, both the
openness and the otherness of love will be destroyed at last. Besides, the wholeness
is nothing but an illusion which couldn’t be achieved by returning to the primeval
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past. Contrast to Aristophanes’ view of love, both Socrates and St. Augustine
constructed the ladder of love, upward to the Idea or to the God. However, all of
them shared the same love paradigm of separation and unity. In order to transcend
the deficiency of their love narratives and to realize the liberation of love, the lovers
need to transform from monologue to dialogue, from self-love to other-love, from
loving the other as oneself to loving the other as the other.
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DAt AB% BEAR % (John13:34-35) o Toitje Jig hu K 2 8 2 i, ik /e Bl i
TEIZ g, #EWE—M Tz d”, AR RERA 7 %5771 .
HXFhm B 4, FIFFRwE B SE A, FEREEREMEG ZA—
F: sFE5EES—, l#E 5 L& — (Charles M. Stang 251) . WtE
K, EATRIRT B RS o A A RIS IE N, AT BT S 2 AW
ARFpEC AR, B E 2, BT R IHESS RN G, AR —ANE R
—MEEHE, B MEERE (BILR 16) 5 MMUBZELRA, FRERA,
BB ST —NECE RS, BREAEWEENH S, Enf,
RIGATTReTRE M B R BE R X, (HERZ NEN, AT EMILIEME. I
FAPERIA T 2, BEARRIHZ T A, AR HZ TRER L. gtk s,
BHARZNND, AREZANME, BAZZANWH, e AmA. ZA
WNELERE ZR— DR TSI AME . BN RIEX TN, W
AT andg s, MR brIpE A 5 (Giorgio Agamben 61) o 24528k
e, WEtER T ARG S, & W7 FEAE AR, O SRR .
AR a2 —Fh B PR . it 5 3R .

B2, S ONRT RS MU R S AR N AESREE, R TR
BB R GBI ML NAER T AR TR AR R R 15—k ik
M E, MOEATEHE RS Z M E S m. A& EaR Sy, o
EERRK, BREMEZEEREAE, BAESNEREELIER. BB
JRE BT BT 25, JTRE T 2 ARV ELE SR MR . (HEEATTH
A, RfFWEE, WEIGERMEE, WIREE R, A PAERITR,
MO T i T W 1 B AR )0 T N BB S, 2 ARCE L R, Sk
DIRE S M. A, wanf, BRI KR A& st N, i~
B IRL R A NS0 RIRAL o
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