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Title: Koshamainki: Ethical Choice and Tragedy of Koshamain

Abstract: Tomoya Tsuruta’s short story Koshamainki is one of the very few literary
works that describe the aborigines (Ainu) in Japan. Although it was highly praised
by the judges of Akutagawa Prize in terms of theme and artistry, it received less
attention in academic circles. In light of Ethical Literary Criticism, this study looks
into the main ethical line of the hero Koshamain’s revenge for his father’s death and
the revitalization of the nation. It also tackles with the frustrations and sufferings
Koshamain encountered during the revenge as well as his tragic death. Thus, this
study points out that the novel’s ethical writing has remarkable characteristics: it fo-
cuses on the ethical order that Ainu society follows and shows the unknown ethical
rules and concepts of Ainu society. Through the analysis of these core cultural ele-
ments, this study reveals the profound tragedy contained in the superficial uncom-
plicated story, as well as the reflection on the national destiny and the condemnation
of conquering aggression by force.
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