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Abstract: In the late 1960s and early 1970s, the hippie movement began to show
signs of decline, which Martin Amis reexamined from an ethical point of view in his
novel The Rachel Papers. The novel takes 19-year-old Charles Highway’s ethical
choices in father-son relationship and love relationship as the narrative clues, and
the “peripeteia” of his ethical choices as an indication of the young generation’s
progressive self-knowledge and moral reflection during the waning of the hippie
craze. It depicts the young generation’s gradual awareness of their ignorance of
“freedom”, “ideals” and “antiheros”, and highlights the special significance of
ethical choices to the youth. In its open ending, the novel anticipates more difficult

ethical choices the young generation will inevitably face after the “peripeteia” and
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also promising developments they can get by making these ethical choices.
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