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Title: The Dialectical Poetics of Sphinx Factor: The Ethical Choice of Power Sens-
es and Superstructure in Shakespeare’s Macbeth
Abstract: Macbeth, being one of Shakespeare’s well-known Four Tragedies,

demonstrates how the protagonist Macbeth has swelled in his power senses and how
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he is lured and promoted by this desire so that he is not able to make correct ethical
choice as to go towards destruction step by step and falls into his ethical predica-
ment. Correspondingly the upper structure embodied by its equivalent power sens-
es has been gradually growing into the tragedy of destruction. The present paper
purports to explore the relationship between power sense and upper structure and
Macbeth’s choice of ethic intention: 1. Macbeth’s loss in the choice of ethical inten-
tion and hence his failure of morality lies in his spinx factors, the exceeding power
desire and his mistaken choice of ethical route; 2. These faults together with his up-
per structure he purports to construct make up for his aim and judgement of ethical
values; 3. The elements determining his irreversible fortune are his controlling of
his spinx factors.
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