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Title: Criminal Responsibility in Hoffmann’s Das Frdulein von Scuderi

Abstract: As a novel full of contemporary topics, E.T.A. Hoffmann’s Das Frdulein
von Scuderi paints a panoramic picture of Prussia’s justice in the early 19th
century. Hoffmann, who had the dual identity of writer and judge, has introduced
the hot issue of criminal responsibility at that time in the text, and formed a two-
way interaction with the murder case of Schmolling, which he presided over in
the second trial. This article fully interprets the novel and the case behind it from
the perspectives of criminal motive, mental abnormality and penal deterrence,
and explores Hoffmann’s legal beliefs and poetic expressions on the issue of
criminal responsibility in the context of the power and intellectual discourse
between psychiatry and criminal jurisprudence that emerged in the early 19th
century. Through a narrative tradition replacing criminal jurisprudence with
literary discourse, Das Frdulein von Scuderi reconstructs literature’s interpretation

of criminal responsibility and removes abstract legal concepts from the case
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framework, thus with Hoffmann’s unique historical perspective.
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R OO CF RS M E R R, K R U2, 1786 45 H) (Friedrich
Schiller) 7F (ZFRMITEILY (Der Verbrecher aus verlorener Ehre) . “fF
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1 See Jacques Wirz, Die Gestalt des Kiinstlers bei E.T.A.Hoffmann (Lorrach: Karl Schahl, 1961) 38.
2 G A EE .
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