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Abstract: As the origin of African American literature, Slave Narrative has great
influence on its development. However, few related researches in China contributed
in this field, and the recent monograph Narration, Witness and History: A Study
of American Slave Narration by professor Wang Xin et al is a timely book.
Combining historical context and narratology, this book explains the narrative
features and literary significance of American Slave Narrative. This book has the
four characteristics: wholeness, narratology-focusedness, context-basedness and
Ethicality. To be clear, it’s based on extensive study material selection, nuanced
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narrative analysis, dynamic historical context, and the authors’ humanistic
perspective of ethics. In this way, it well explains the genre characteristics, its
growth context and its literary and historical functions of Slave Narrative, and has
important reference significance for the overall study of African American literature.
Keywords: Slave Narrative; Narrative stratification; discourse confrontation;
historical context
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