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Title: Ethical Dilemma in The Scarlet Letter and Ethical Choices of Hester Prynne

Abstract: Nathaniel Hawthorne is one of the most influential novelists in the 19th
century in the United States. His work The Scarlet Letter mainly tells the tragic
ethical story of the heroine Hester because of the immoral love during the colonial
North America. It is the masterpiece of American romantic novel. The paper, from
the perspective of ethical literary criticism, returns to the historical scene, analyzes
Hester’s ethical choices under a specific ethical dilemma and complex ethical iden-
tity, and explores the inevitability of her ethical return in the constant conflict and
struggle between her free will and rational will. After that we can further search out
the ethical value in the novel, which is to enlighten people to abide by the social
ethical norms, otherwise they must wash away their sins and realize the ethical re-

turn through complete confession.
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