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Abstract: Qi Jun’s novels, The Chignon and The Orange Turns Red, illustrate
the ethical order and concepts of traditional family life and the moral anxiety and
ethical dilemmas that arise within static and enclosed family environments. The
narrator, “I” deeply cherishes the bygone family home with its imprints of the era.
However, with a modern rational consciousness, the narrator also perceives the
contradictions and crises within. The voice of questioning and reflection becomes
more prominent, and the ethical conflicts at the narrative level become increasingly
apparent. Qi Jun’s background further complicates the ethical choices depicted in

her works. Firstly, the author’s ethical choices, under her awareness, align perfectly
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with the moral norms of traditional families. Secondly, her sense of identity
generates moral pressure, leading to sharp contradictions between individual ethical
choices and societal ethical standards. Thirdly, the roles of “daughter” and “niece”
that the narrator corresponds to imply deeper ethical dilemmas under the sense of
identity. Moral anxiety and the yearning to break free from it become the emotional
foundation and creative driving force of Qi Jun’s family stories.

Keywords: The Orange Turns Red; The Chignon; family stories; moral anxiety;
ethical choice

Author: Chen Lijun is Associate Professor of School of Literature, Zhejiang
University (Hangzhou 310058, China) Specializing in Modern Chinese Literature
and Film and Television Culture (Email: chenlijun2@zju.edu.cn).

B (JEA%ER FO MFNREEE SN 2 ROCHIGERES, afE T
0L HRHICCER . THB/AN LA, DALCE T LB AR, M AMEITIR) . 1969
FH) CE) MI98THER) (4L 1) UL IHERANRI S 308, 4R 1l
FHRZ IR AR RIS R 2SN, AH Ak AR O 2 5K RE A
JE PR IE I AR . PUERAE R I R E TR AR S, R TR
AR

—. BFE: FERENCERE

(B) M (HETLL T ) #RBERFAEMER . (5B) dd T
“HELR” MIHFETRBRR S “OR” B BRI &5, “BERT &
KRB MBANFE R KIS RN, 5 “BR” w4, “BESE” [\ “BiR”
N BRIR R IE W RE R “CRESR T MRRR A SRR, R IR MEEI.
ETL T ) PR 1 IH S rp R 332 5 22 1M R B N TA) AR, & SR AR AL, T
(8) MEB. KINEE 2 T “RRKR” AR, B Esr, L
FrENER, 82 TLEHFBNLRN = (BT A RSEH
OB, I FETE RN AER] . P a1 s A ) B 3 R ) K
REARR, St EAA G R E R BN, R IR SR

CSCEEMTRREEBAS AN ANSHSUENE BRZEIE S
FERZANTT A AR, DA RAE X TR 7 b T B ) 308 A 00 3 AN 4P X A R
(K& FhERTE " (Nie, “Ethical Literary Criticism: A Basic Theory” 190) ', (&)
A CETLLT ) ik NTRC I MR R 72 A% 8 22 2 PR A BB 7 A
EE S EEMIE I MRS, AW S e i e, AR L
FEIE A R I IS FEAIAT 07 e A A AT AREIHL. N5 N Z a1

1 A CAISC BB E




Moral Anxiety and Ethical Choices in Qi Jun’s Family Stories / Chen Lijun | 551

RAMA TG, HRCHEEFRLER . /RS EA AR,
JEHL 7B ENL R S XA B, BLR RIS B A2 4 T 3 2 1
IR B ARG BN 2, A8 B A 2t AR g8 R DA 6 R3], AR B ) R AR 0L
SRWY R, AESWSVRRR B, FIERFARIAE P IH ASgiiie
RN, FKEMANFATHEEEEEESCHENE, “HELR” REGR
FRAMEEARRFE . _EJZ 2 008 KR 2 1 2 (A NI L . 721X
ST Gerh, TR T 5 ZE R HIAR N NS BB S PR AE SKRE P LA AR
T ARG EME TR, AT HSIR R RE AL, EEEHKET, &L
P AEAT S8 AR BT I 5 2 3

BEBEEG R EH®EERE, BRI TREFENRERE, #Hr
T X R 5y A B B 4 AR AR T IS s T B L R . (B M (74
1) TR SR B U LR (R X ST AN AR AR A S AR B SR AT R
iR EPTER NI, RS GIEE N T GUETER A “ KKK K
IMEGAC B P e “RROK” AL G RE R, e H
Bi¥Rs7, HT RS, RO, FXRMSURES, Eibpr T2
W, MARNARMEE. (BT T) B RRK” RRAGREIMEE B
RRABFERR, OEZFRT, B “RAE=FMiE, BEHZEILDLE
TR, EMEE CXTFEE WX WA, BEAKEKIKK T (aE,
GETLT) 17D o ARFH R AU 3 SRR 10 55 2
AL, B M LR O A, R AREL T TH ARSI 2R 2 AN 25 A AT U
ARIEE. FIRE,  (E) ) CRER” WA TR ANERE. FESR
FEF R, IS e AR SR L, 6 LBy N R
o WA AR g X SR ) AR AN e il g e 1 b B0 B, SRR ORR
K7 SR KL AR S A 45

WA BA SN B, AR R A S R TR, X T
PR F B B W Bt e g . 72 () M (T4 1), (EERE
T P EUSWR R A RN PR o “HERR” HIEIRA R IEH
B, SEFERATIE. () B “GuR” B T CRERT 1
Kk, #IMT 5 “BER” BIRSESR AR, fEMHROR T “3” BB
MRS NESRBE: “R2R” 5IDONIRI SR, BESRR L, “Him” “—
KB RARERIEE S, 2" (FA, (%) 34) . mXHFERN
SRR T, CRER” RIHSRRAMENUR. REWL, “RERT ERER
SHAMILHRAN, ZEE TES R FAfE, Erar) HiK
CRARK” BRI “BRAK” B35 5 B -

BRI BRI, RG0SR 2l RS L. | ()
ORTE S SREAROKR, B RN - B BEH: “CHEE SRR
A BRHYRT  ONESSNERE) 4 2015) « 7578,

\




552 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 7, No. 3, September 2023

I “RESRT M CRETL0 T ) P CORRR” WA B B pE T A RE
WEES S MR, MEEBINES PR ASRE, £ () P,
CRESRT 0 BLE A R A QAR SO IR AR TR, (HE Bk E T it R gk
FRTIIHARE . AR, (T2 1) Py “RKK” 58 iR 3L 5y it
T e, AMUABCERL KRB, BRI KRR T, ZH I RnE =
Bio TN 57 “HRARKR” Bpkik, thFEFEEFRMRE. AATTSI. B
APERN G CORARR” R AL B DL R il SR, HR AT 5 1
BEAT I (45

FEIRZEES, 5 “RRR” FIN “HRAK” BN SHTIERNSE S+,
(F) A T4 T) i “PERK” , TR RS LRI,
EREEI AR RPH K, TS “HRK” —H#, ERERZH T4
FEERMCTRRFY,  Joik et G T8 HAR S 7 R AR AR S . THINHACAS % &
RE T RN, A TS S ) 2 PR TR ) S8 4, VEE A e —Fh g
T B HHFE. EINFERREI G, ka5 22 i T A S A
TR FE, (HE9 AR 43 3Gt — ol 7 i I B i il AR A0y 58
G R REJE AR T-RBL,  ASRE SR I T AT e AN AR LA

o A G Ak 2 SRE I L D SIS A, TR T — B AR B RE, A
LRI S AT IR R, BIEFRRL IR S d AT iR R . (B I AR
B “BESR” SRR, AR CRERY HATITA L RO, BIEInE,  “A00R” R
REFE K BEAR BEAR Py 4% M S i 34T V5 30, Tovk B e s e 9% T 0 3 32 1]
T EmsR, “R” BASSEAVEH, mR2EFLMm. R, GEra
T By SUR” EFRETMA L LB, (BRARERAT B hak . mxE
LA IS F, M FEREIEFEE S FHAb . SRR R o AT L0 BUB S x
FFERNESERY: RRFECHEN S TR IEEE SR REEF RG], K
NETRERE RN 5 o BIEAEDLSE R BE R R H BB AL, IR 1 E SR
FEAE AR h 2 PRI ANSE

(B) M T 7)) MARKET ANDPeHERFNRS, 237 HE
TG X BERIACTRIN I . R L i LR P £ I SR 2 2 X R A ) 5 4 ) PR A
Bl ROAZENREW SN TS, REEFRER AN N, 1
o R BERE B, SR AT SRR S B AR, A RE L S iiE
TEWL AT e F

—. §1=. FIECHE R

NN ZEAR, BRI IS B 7R & 1 A SRR ST A
e D OSUFARTHET RN T SCESOR, LTI S0 SRR

3

1 AR S BRI, USRS, 2 B (hEgEFEE) , Jbx: /i
SEP5IE, 20194, 25260-26171.



Moral Anxiety and Ethical Choices in Qi Jun’s Family Stories / Chen Lijun | 553

NFKEERIL, L& T7 20”40 B 45 B 7 — I AR B HE 21 45 1 BB TR 42
IR 7 SCF ORI EEAR S5 M) " (Nie, “Ethical Literary Criticism: A Basic
Theory” 191) . 1E (E) Ml (WEFL 7Y XWEESF, HISHEW &N
AT A% 45 5| BE AU AR B, 3G AL G AR TRk PP A AL ST AR AYE s B AR P
M2 P AR B &, SRR E A B B, A5 0T TH A8 B0
SR B IEAG B S B b R AR A AUR P 1) AT DL . X S
R E T 2K RARAE “3,” , 1“7 WIARBEE A R AL
BrEe kAR . LTI <37 252 B9 IHAR BRI & 5 KR 5 32 2 B e B &
RAEMTRE, BURE 7 EAFNAER BB A, #E T 7E& RUA
Wi,

PN 3R BUREZE A N A28, I R Z B 4E S IE
EEEAE & BRAUAL GBI VO s IS, BUAE “IR” TEAE MR R I 1w
o) BESE AR G0 A5 AT 7] o (82 ) HRAREAR) “3R7 X “RESR” ORI
IR” e G, RBERSAE “BESRET i, A “BEEY HUE: W (T T
<7 WRPubAE ORI —il, EWY R BT 2 “BIRKT Z
Ja, B CLEERE” GEHE, (BT 160 o &7 BB EIE K
M ERNEREERMFXEKAASMEE R, “R” /S “FX7 1
CREE” RFFEL ARG RESE. SR8, ‘R
M DLRE G 32 U R ) e, 2 A s N AT TE RS PR R . PRk, AR SR
CHROOK” BRI AR 1B AR GE RGN L TR R . W () R IR H
) “BE2R” AR, “BERKR” RBHTHY, EBRZIREZ. “R7 BIREFEL
ZINKEM BRMA RGN T HrESdE R, ABEEEMKE, N
5oy “RWIBMERNANTEERIK, WEIMEZ B K ARER " (5
B, (GTLT) 35 « X—pURIKMEYr, BEXRE T “R” FEEHS, A
HRHEA EA RS N AR OB, SOl T H R RE, BT
“IAFNFKEERA B Ty, T T AR TR #HOAIH R E T
N5 .

B AR EE G 3R BEE WA 7 e B, W
TLLTY ) R X FHFAEIRTR, AHRRTHZELSK, BT
“I7 B ROLY, DLREIA S TO AR R L A i MR I SR A,
SEfE RIS “ATERMERN IR ? KW ? 2 KA ? RIS
PRACIRIE ? JoibWfir, F555 WA — 8l i, HR&FHFHAM 17—
(G, (GTLaT7) ) « “F” KKJE, BIAEKAEEIRZKETHRAZEM
ARR, ANEEROE RIS AT, AR JE B A SE B Lot A, R
7O IR EIRR . IR EREREHHEE. CRMPRmait
FiF AR D b, YWHO “BNE , H RRRIEKRT , KRR RIE?
MEE L FH P F IR E LT R AMERG? 7 (8, FT4 1) 103)



554 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 7, No. 3, September 2023

I BLIR B D A EE A R B S AR S e B, BT
RBAMBATIISEA R FEFEFALMERIFRIE . 5L, (E) &
37 KRR O B R RN E &, /£ “BER” M “BiR” iof
G, FHRE TS AN, szt BEL g« RE2R” A “BRIR” Z A]
BOEAPUL, IR TAF 552 P S AN SO R

PN IR G B 3R S P RN AR, AN BUA A5 ) B
IFAEBE pP e H 22 A, B3 A i OB S I B8 JE A SE . (B IR X
FESRE KR “37, RAWHEE TS KEE KLY, 85 izl s
FEERBEBRF FEMSEL. “FURETFRINE, Z2eaedBBmImnA
o MAFEMLTESBOREVER, FFZIEEATN” OB 55) o fFidp
[RIBUA ¥ B S SUB TE VLR L AC B E AL, RIS X LA fE L, B G
A RIRBFEMERGFINR. FAET, BREME LD TEENTL
i, W2 AW, AP AR REMZ B FE PR NI 22065 1R
A, (BRFEZE) 2100 , “AREEERS, o EREFCRRE T, N
- AAIEIF ) — TR IO (eeeeee ) BEHEE T, —5, O BEBKE
R (EEE39) o MERIRS, kAo RBE R, £
VRS IERE T T St B AUR LY . 31X —BUR L3 3% B b A R e 1 %)
HIME B EMER, AR IEMEE AL P LGS, T S eH ik
FeBA G HEMEBGRE . AR, BR KL GAC B & LR i 4430 i 1
T IHAG B i AT FLUR B 1) g S 3kt

(B) M (74 7) REBEFBRCHKANEMR. FOEFE “IR” HX
R R R E R B R R R A R I IHAG G S R T Y
WEEM S A MARL . —Jrm, R WA CL R R, 2
BZIERRENCREE; 5 —J7m, SCCABACE AR AT EE R R I 2 L R ) o7
JEASENL

=. AE: (EEREREFENFHE

(2D M (G720 1) BOAE B0 & A4S BE i R AN 3R I AE g = A0 RS
JET, (R I t BA A 2 B A R A 0% o 8 SRR AE B R o [ I A SO AR
I, ORI A% Gt A DR KRR 7 A AE < s SAE SRS GBSk
3-4) i OA. WEENRS “HMEEE” RIEAMELE . HSTEER
T R EE S B itt

B, R () M Gl 7)) PIEIEa b, AR5 RE BB VG T oK
RSB RFEARIL TR SR (B) i “37 22L&, 2l
LS Bl “RER” A “BORR” ARG, 7 S CRERT
BT RROLY, A “BER” MR, B RS ETa ) g “3k”
RWORIE LS . MET (B) Ty “” . GHT4a7) i “,” m



Moral Anxiety and Ethical Choices in Qi Jun’s Family Stories / Chen Lijun | 555

S F KR A ME LY. “IR7 Aokt “Ri@” , &0
HAAEMAT AR FU0 X FRMAMM L RIIT AR R HERT
CHETCEE” BN BIBL L7 R IS FIRGA R A R kAN AR
PRAE K.

NER LIV B “EL”, WERZAGICESE, XS E A
B IRt i 0 R BE TSI . E () B (T 1), fEEHE T EIER
JEHZ BRI FIOCE, XWIRE THEERN SRR (8) F1 “&”,
XFCACR” MAESE T E R, WIIES MR T R LR ER K. X
RIEIE (T4 T) RIS RIE. MENLF, FEMAMERE Gf
SLBREY AMLAE FAL KRR M S A i W R dh, B0 F) b P & b K oK Rk
No EHERFE L, BENKXARIE IR BE RSB RIR, FmE
K%, MBLUREGAET R TERBEREZENFER KK, MMAEREE
EIRIE B RG4S

BB 5 0 S0 2R, b AR AEE AR P AR O 88 T TH 5K EE 1 IR
2N, WAEAE S PR G 5 BE I H AR TS A R . BN B St
HWE FHRES AW AT G, EEEHL, fhik 2RI HEZ L5010 2
B WEFEENEEMIER . INFAERRENS . eGSR
(&) i “,” KKIEERRYE, —HENK “BEE” FEMKEE;
GRTLTY o “FR” Wrih “RMA” fEAMIEE T “RK” , SERIAEH “X
HEAN DUX AR i 222 X2 R, X AR (8, (14
TY 16) MARBUES, BXARLTEKRA, NN “KARNT TR, &
AT —BrullE, BHEFRE, meERELAN, BEAEN” (|mE,
(ETLTY 16) o« 78 (8) Ml (BT T) R BHEREANENFERH
Y, e BT B 8 R B AL G0 FKBE LA o TR 5% v K 3E 2 (] [ o ST
TG, SR AN F R KA 5 F A F BRI, AE N 3E
“IR7 RERZRBIM Y AR AT RN, AR R 4R G R R AR B
MRS TT

Hk, BEFE () M (BTra7) Frga=iR, Bemrmas
MR R A &S 2 FMF & B8 BREIHFER &K, #8352
THRAE, #mErFEERSINAEE. EERERZERE: £5eEn
USRI, LWHEAEIH KT AP R IR IR . 38 B
3 S A B IA B A AR R, A AR E 2w AL N . BRER
MNZBHZR BRI ERr, BUTEVE ZAAL Gt 5 BE A6 BV A 1 R R 1
o Gt 7 2 T BLAREE M R B T SR S RO N, AN AR S 5 K I T A
D3 TR M (A0 G B B R IR R AR AR ) R AT AL G 5K RE AL B L
MIBESE S, e LM TER R R IRS # SR K R B, SLRIS LM R P AR
1 B EE. CBEM) . PEAI R, 1976 4, 4 8-11 7,




556 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 7, No. 3, September 2023

FEERLAL, A T MK TR RSN RO, WIS 7 MR
B . ARG RS SN E LETTITH"IE@&‘—??&E’JIF

BE, WAL () M (MFa 7)) FRE5I0eEREE, SOk
BRSOy SR ), SR i SRR B A R MR A2 . R SAE BE
TR BE AR By, DL RTRIE B X — BB S R AT N, AR
BIAF AL GAC B SIS, BURIB IR BUG 17 R BTG S . (HE 21k
R E I R HE S, A SME A EAAAER, RS B Rl iRk 7
BB RO 9 A HE 25 SO RAEF A N O LA B A R AP e e
BEERES, WX AEPE ERR S A B XM M SRR, i
TERMIM KT G, Mo IH ZEEAS B &1y SR (145 AR e o BUAEAT N fdi e
RBE TAG BRI o R3] 10T TH 2 g v AN 28 o Bk OB “ A0k F “ RAA
A7 B, HE BB B R EHE T AEAFR LS AIENER
SO MEE, EAE S OIER A TGRS L RS2 A S0 S BEAS IR RS A I
B A5 ) PN R A HE D[]8 X — AR BRI O, A DLSR G IR A R AT I . A
TE PR R TR I AN 50 B G A5 15 45, 358 45 H e 48 K 4598 UGB
K “HMFMERT o RAMGREE KB R BT, 0 I AR s Y
RS A 18 R SR P IR SR 1 5 o A 2 I 55

“HECFEAEA T, W%)\ﬁ@ﬁ%%E‘J*EEAM-‘WT‘/UF@E'JQ%%L% H
EEMBEMEENSSG L (e ) AR Dl 2 8 i 4 55 4O 4 1 3R ok
HFEEMEU, © E’JB&% HE 2R mfirl g aEmaHEEE T M
BEEEG 2 R 8”7 (Nie, “Ethical Literary Criticism: Sphinx Factor and
Ethical Selection” 392) . (%) Ff (FFL 7)Y BT SCANE. CAFH:
T MEFMEFEFEZ KR, Bon TACEIE T 05 ma A4 5 R 2 A
Mo TwRANY, TRFRE, MefEH, MiIreEE R e g, #
FEGR W op [ T IAC T s R RGBS . BB “ iR AR Z T
st VEE PR E S T e BOUL A, A0 B R Sk s A A B &
T RUE S G B E AL AR S 0y BB AT ok 1A B3, 77 AR i AS B S
Beo BEM “MESE” a5 DA SHSRN 2 ERBCR P #AT
ERERAENL, FWHENERR A NEMERM, MEEEEICIEE RS
T EITES) ).

Works Cited

LR < B« Bcak:  (REBSTHEEAREAEY , . XIEE. EBERERE. R WIAR
AL, 19864F.

[Levenson, Joseph R.. Liang Chi-chao and the Mind of Modern China, translated by Liu Wei, Liu Li
and Jiang Tiejun. Chengdu: Sichuan People’s Publishing House, 1986.]

BEE: “EROSBAMMsZE” ,  CHERRD 2001 4 11 7 9-10 0, 28 39 fit.



Moral Anxiety and Ethical Choices in Qi Jun’s Family Stories / Chen Lijun | 557

[Liao Yuhui. “Between Color and Black and White Dots.” The Liberty Times 9-10 November 2001, late
ed.: C39.]

Nie Zhenzhao. “Ethical Literary Criticism: A Basic Theory.” Forum for World Literature Studies 2
(2021): 189-207.

—. “Ethical Literary Criticism: Sphinx Factor and Ethical Selection.” Forum for World Literature
Studies 3 (2021): 383-398.

WA GKRAEWEA) - PEEL: JURHBRHEARAF, 1998 4.

[Qi Jun. Being a Lover Forever. Taipei (China): Chiu Ko Publishing Co., Ltd, 1998.]

—— BT, (a1 o PEEd: ZRBRBGARATR, 1969 4, 5 33-38 Ui,

[—. “The Chignon,” Red Gauze Lamp. Taipei (China): Sanmin Book Co., Ltd, 1969. 33-38.]

—: MY, ORTT) o PEGIE PEAE, 19914, & 11-108 5.

[—. “Orange is Red,” Orange is Red. Taipei (China): Hongfan Bookstore Co., Ltd, 1991. 11-108.]

— (HEEAZE) . hEGIL: JLHBAAERAE, 1979 £,

[—. Take a Car With Me. Taipei (China): Chiu Ko Publishing Co., Ltd, 1979.]

BEAT: CABRHEPULRI R HERLAYSIR) o R WUIISCE AL, 2013 4.

[Zhao Yiheng. When the Teller is Told About. Chengdu: Sichuan Literature and Art Publishing House,
2013.]



