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Title: Ecological Cognition: A Reflection on Semioethics

Abstract: Meaning generation is a central issue in contemporary semiotics. How
to integrate the symbolic presentation of meaning, the ethical intentions of real-life
situations, the release of meaning, and the care for life into a coherent framework
is a shared objective of semioethics and cultural semiotics of Jingshen. Based on
the concept of “life as situated” found in the Commentary on the Book of Changes,
this article his article engages in a reflection on semioethics within the perspective
of cultural semiotics of Jingshen. It does so by drawing upon relevant discussions
in ethical literary criticism and literary creative practices. Through an analysis of

LR N3

the relationships between “signs” and “symptoms,” “brain” and “body,” “text”
and “being,” the article emphasizes the importance of caring for all forms of life,
including “the self,” and even extends this consideration to non-living entities,
viewing them as possessing “individuality.” This approach highlights a path of

semiotic research that involves returning to nature, being, the release of meaning,



120 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 8, No. 1, March 2024

and the pursuit of freedom. This path is characterized by an ecological perspective
on cognition, that is, treating cognition as ecological activity.

Keywords: life as situated; meaning-generation; semioethics; cultural semiotics of
Jingshen

Authors: Zhang Jie is Senior Professor in the School of Foreign Languages at
Nanjing Normal University (Nanjing 210097, China) and Vice President of the
International Association for Semiotic Studies. His primary research areas include
semiotics and foreign literatures (Email: z-jie1016@hotmail.com). Yu Hongbing
is Distinguished Research Fellow at Nanjing Normal University (Nanjing 210097,
China), Associate Professor in the Faculty of Arts at Toronto Metropolitan University
(Toronto M5B2K3, Canada) and President of Semiotic Society of America. His main
research areas include cultural semiotics, comparative philosophy, and cognition

(Email: hongbing@torontomu.ca).

W2 E]. EMARE R NSO K R A =Nk B Ry, B
] ZR % 4 (natural selection) | & 16 % (ethical selection) AR} %% (scientific
selection) ” (1) o AJLAUL, FHAHOR S50 BB 2 Ntk O E
REEFRE. R, FBHAHEREA R SGE AR BRI RN, ol ks
il NAS By AR — T T e NSRBI SCRH, o — 7 1 SUAE RN A o X
PR e 7 — XML R P J& . SRTT, FRATAZEEL N AR} ARF
HETE R R, METE R R 2 MR B AR B AR BN S a2 (I FE b A g0 B Fh
R BHITE,  H SR 2 DU N AN T 22 NN 15 2 AT A R A
e HANM B AR, I N R R ? IX e n) @, FLS# ] LA 5 22 1 5 2
BRI R H L. !

R F] 52 5 3« R BL M) (Susan Petrilli) A1 BE ol Moy 3 « JE &5 MK
(Augusto Ponzio) .7F 2003 FEpie T “BEFF 522”7  (semioethics) , X
R R TR R . RIS SRR T R B S AR S W - BTRAA
Hr e PHEL B TS (Thomas Albert Sebeok) . “ AZRH.0 3 X7 g “iES o
F 7 AR AR, TR L ) R A BRI R I “ R B (care for
life) *. HANER RIS LK, 2R BRI S0, 558
50%. KNS5 S @SS, R, ERNER, 208N
—Bh R, AMUEREA O F N, ERE S AR LA HE A A AR T
A, SEELTE T S TR Z ) A BRAAE, o

1 ZHAAF S, WA, BB ER 7758 TR DR AL AT 7L A i 2
i (inquiry)

2 %L Susan Petrilli and Augusto Ponzio, “Semioethics,” The Routledge Companion to Semiotics,
edited by Paul Cobley, London: Routledge, 2010, 151.



Ecological Cognition: A Reflection on Semioethics / Zhang Jie & Yu Hongbing

AR ECERT 5 R 42, AR 52 WA, XL
) R T — R FR . BATRARYE (EA%) Hi “ & iEMm” BAR, RS
FOMESLER, [FBX 5 50 72T OB . AT, 1E3CERIEY, If
FRES /AN R BB EE e k2 A d. MR, &5
ST NOZIE A H R AR, AER X R, KA COH” RN
— Ui, EEACIEAE BT X ME” o RA RIS
A FIERAE S, A RSN B IR AR SURRE 5 S 0T 7T 0 R S A Ay ARG 3
£, WAESHA R FRARIZERE, SRR —&EHEA. REAE, BRE X &
K H HFRF 5 220 kAT

—. “XEBE® : “FS" 5 "“ER

FF5 FAE R AR SRR, B O AR AR TR RS R
FE To it b “ I LG, FH9 RAEBE A, NE PRI FIR “ A4 i
E. P NLT R E . BB CAE ORISR TS 2 M, XA E
Xz, KR T R ISz 4E R . C E N TR e UE R R AR, WK
HWE AR R AR R E CRIE AT, CARHEARAE, EEA
I # AT e N TB BE AR T . AlphaGo 7E 2016 4FE 3k ik AR HH 55 42 25t
HHAF 4-1 IR, BRARGFRIEINIE . anfal i G 5 RAEM BT, i~
HiksE, CEAHRMESMSEE S LI /. A6 005 NAfr i)
WA, T ARBERF S B — AR IR .

W FRRF 5 2  — P AR S E R T S S . B RoR R TR
SRR FIAG B TE B8 K R 2R ) S ) AR R, RIS T X AR AR Bl A
A2 IR T R A g0 H SRR R U B A B Y, TR LTI T2 . R
R HLRI R B BR AR 408 176 LL B3 1 AR 45 2 2R, MRSk BIR SR S 5L
IR R, INARF SRR T DU dr il B9 5% B I O IR % (semeiotics BY
symptomatology) , +:Z WA e LR (LIHT 466- §T 377) AT 5222 M. 24
i, AT SR R ERWHE, Wt “REAEG” . TR
MR RER” — B E G IS P SRR, 1§ A" —RmE
LY, Ay RN E AR S R0 E, A AR T AR < B¢ B

1 ZW kAR R “RBSEM: ST S 2R LRRE” , (F95EE) 1
(2021 : 1-13,

2 & Ernst Cassirer, An Essay on Man: An Introduction to a Philosophy of Human Culture, New

Haven: Yale University Press, 2021, 25.

3 2 Il Yu Hongbing, “Confucius the Untouchable: On the Semiotics of Historization,” Chinese Se-

miotic Studies 3 (2022): 319-412.

4 SRR SIOSCART S S0 R 105E S B R A ) 500 ) 3R F T B A AR A

AR, 2 W, Zhang Jie and Yu Hongbing, “A Cultural Semiotics of Jingshen: A Manifesto,” Chinese

Semiotic Studies 4 (2020): 517.

121



122 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 8, No. 1, March 2024

W7o EWRARE AR AT S R OE ZART HE’
B VRIT o AR SIE SR A A O D I OREERAE RS, R R EA, B
AR ML B S (oo ) B RIFTS F LR E NRFF S iE s i
R (151

REAF S AT 52 S A MU R ARE &, L “REta” AH, &
LY — AR 294 A BRTE BT o bE DULE AT o] I i 8 5 88 A WE 2 75 36 AL A AN 5
o BRI T2 AR — “ R — “AAK” [T 5 2B AR, A
FHEE “F55 7 — “3CR” — “ 30U BOBUIERTRE . AGBERT 5 22 B8 NHEN “ B
Bk WARZFR, WBHAFSRIALE S R BB A dr A L XM S a i
TS A RR AR 5N TR R A RTS8 A dr ik i 16 22
Wil ANRTIEREREHAR R BIEL SN TR REE MR REE, 5
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