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Abstract: In /084, Haruki Murakami resorts to the intertexual relationship be-
tween Hamlet and his novel to build a world full of Qs, namely ethical paradoxes.
The letter “Q,” initial of the word “Question,” shares the same ethical implication
as that which appears in the line “To be or not to be: that is a question” in Hamlet.
As a result of ethical paradox, it metaphorizes the inner agony and struggle experi-
enced by the person who is confronted with an ethical dilemma. However, whether
or not the ethical paradox can be transformed into an ethical dilemma depends on
one’s growth of rationality; if his rationality is mature enough for him to enter the

realm of ethical choice, this transformation can therefore be realized, with his ra-
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tional maturity directly proportional to the inner pain his is to be consumed with;
while there will emerge a deferral in one’s action if his rational insights into two
ethical choices reach the same level. In addition, the ethical dilemma resulted from
ethical paradox demands that the two ethical choices must be revolved around the
same ethical environment.
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