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particularly through his influential studies of Jonathan Swift and Henry Fielding.
Over the course of his distinguished career, he has held prestigious positions,
including Professor of English at Yale University, Head of the English Department
at the University of Warwick, and President of the International Association for
Ethical Literary Criticism. His scholarly work is marked not only by its depth
and rigor but also by the significant international connections he has fostered,
particularly with the Chinese academic community. Through his many visits to
China, where he has delivered lectures and engaged in promoting international
academic exchanges, Professor Rawson has become a vital bridge between Western
and Chinese literary studies. Professor Rawson’s contributions extend beyond his
own scholarship; he has profoundly influenced and inspired generations of younger
scholars, playing a key role in the development of international literary criticism.
His insistence on returning to the primary texts in literary studies, combined with his
advocacy for the integration of ethical and moral considerations in literary criticism,
has reshaped the field of ethical criticism. His seminal work, God, Gulliver, and
Genocide, has been translated into Chinese and has significantly impacted the study
of 18"-century British literature in China. Additionally, The Cambridge History of
Literary Criticism, which he co-edited with H. B. Nisbet, is set to be published in
Chinese, further expanding his influence in the region. Professor Rawson’s research
not only provides invaluable academic resources for future scholars but also opens
up new methodological approaches that continue to inspire and broaden the horizons
of literary studies. As a leader in the field of Ethical Literary Criticism, he views
the upholding of moral and ethical standards as a fundamental mission of literary
scholars, encouraging his peers and students to actively contribute to the moral and
ethical fabric of society through their work. His scholarly rigor and commitment
have set a high standard for future research, and his contributions will undoubtedly
be remembered as pivotal in the history of literary studies. On the occasion of
Professor Claude Rawson’s 90" birthday, this special issue is dedicated to honoring
the achievements of one of the great literary critics of our time. We extend our
heartfelt wishes to Professor Rawson for continued good health and happiness, with
our deepest gratitude for his lasting impact on the field of literary criticism.
Keywords: Claude Rawson; Wuhan friendship; Shanghai complex; Shanghai; Nie
Zhenzhao; ethical literary criticism

Author: Nie Zhenzhao is Chair Professor at Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies and Emeritus Professor at Zhejiang University. He is an elected International
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appears on both the career-long and single-year sections of Stanford University’s
World’s Top 2% Scientists Dual-List. Internationally renowned academic journals
such as TLS, Arcadia, Comparative Literature Studies, Style, CLCWeb and Kritika
Kultura have published special issues or reviews on the theory of ethical literary
criticism founded by Nie Zhenzhao. Currently, Nie serves as president of the
International Association for Ethical Literary Criticism (Email: niezhenzhao@163.

com).
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Complacencies of the peignoir, and late
Coffee and oranges in a sunny chair,

And the green freedom of a cockatoo
Upon a rug mingle to dissipate

The holy hush of ancient sacrifice.

She dreams a little, and she feels the dark
Encroachment of that old catastrophe,

As a calm darkens among water-lights. (Stevens 66-67)
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NARRATIVE OF DISCOVERY OF OLD SHANGHAI HOME, SCHOOL,
CATHAY CINEMA'
(Notes of Claude Rawson)

Here’s how I found the old dwelling. The old address, 700 Avenue Petain,
meant nothing to locals now, but I found the current street name on Google,
Heng Shan Lu (=Road). We occupied the whole top floor (5"). The nearest
landmark was a vast 15-floor apartment building called Picardie, which
occupied a big intersection. We had lived there too, when I was very small,
for a short time. I assumed there was a chance that Picardie would still be
there, though again the name meant nothing to the people I asked. Our end of
the street was sparsely built up, and near what was then an old Chinese area
known to Europeans as Zikawei, which is now a big suburb. When I identified
those names, it turned out that the local person in my entourage of four people
lived in a distant part of that suburb. So I suggested that we tell the driver to
approach Heng Shan Lu from Zikawei, and as soon as we entered it, | began
to recognise the contours, though the street was now rather built up and very
tree-lined, and posher than it had been. Suddenly, there was Picardie in front of
us, now supersmart Heng Ahan Picardie Hotel. Then I knew exactly where the
house would be if it still stood, and asked the driver to turn round. Within 200
yards, going back, I started to see street numbers in the low 700s: the numbers
had not changed in seventy plus years!

700 was there, exactly as it was except coloured green instead of yellow,

1 5] @ Claude Rawson Z(#% T 2012 45 5 H 30 H 20: 43 (B =) KEZZEIN BT .
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and very dilapidated, with repairs going on. The double entrance drive with
a small semicircular lawn in front was full of builders’ equipment, but very
much there, and I was photographed on the spot where I still remember falling
off my bike and breaking my arm. The garages at the back were also still there,
and the lobby, and the tiny lift exactly where it was, very old and not working
that morning.

Very upmarket area now (then only moderately affluent), treelined,
handsomely built up. Saw other landmarks (a once American church etc)
and after lunch went to site of my old school, now a building site for a hotel;
Cathay Cinema, 1930s building where I used to go for films, French Club
nearby (now a hotel), Park Hotel (once tallest building), Bund (surface much

as it was, but very high buildings just next to it).
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