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Abstract: Liu Maosheng’s new book Conflict and Integration of Art and Morality:
An Ethical Study of Oscar Wilde (Published by Social Sciences Academic
Press(SSAP) in June, 2016.) mainly focuses on the textual anatomy of the
historical, political and social backgrounds of the Victorian Era which was vividly
depicted in Wilde’s works. The book, with the method of Ethical Literary Criticism,
systematically expounds the ethical and artistic ideals of Oscar Wilde’s literary
career; it also reveals Wilde’s ethical connotations and discusses the conflicting
yet integrated characteristics of his writing. The book sticks to an emphasis on
textual analysis which is highly evaluated in the study of Ethical Literary Criticism;
hence, it offers us the rational analysis, dialectical interpretations and reasonable
conclusions. It also offers us innovative methodologies and inventive perspectives.
It should also be considered as a trailblazing breakthrough in Wilde’s study to help
us to better reflect on Oscar Wilde’s artistic contribution to English Literature and
to set a remarkable example for future study.
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