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Abstract: For all her merits in shedding light on the ethics of eudemonia in Man-
sfield Park, Dr. Wainwright has come up with a puzzling conclusion, namely that
Fanny the heroine is not qualified to be an ethical model. In fact, Fanny’s marital
choice exactly embodies the ethics of eudemonia advocated by Jane Austen. The
elements that constitute Austen’s views regarding the ethics of eudemonia are
duty, suffering, self-examination and self-knowledge, which find precise expres-
sion in the overall structure of Mansfield Park, and in its plot and characterization.
Through her particular narrative form, Austen contributes to the context of cultural
criticism centering round the “discourse on happiness”. Her poetic language brings
into full play her thoughts on the ethics of eudemonia.
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