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Title: Marlene’s Choice and Her Dual Identity in Caryl Churchill’s Top Girls

Abstract: Caryl Churchill’s Top Girls (1979) is considered as one of the most cel-

ebrated feminist dramas, which ethically demonstrates the contemporary overview 

of the life and career of British professional women in 1970s-1980s. In Top Girls, 

Marlene’s dual identity has been chosen in different ethical situations. Being ca-

reer-minded, determined and ambitious, she has managed to get a promotion in “Top 
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Girls” employment agency and become the inspiring female image for other profes-

chooses to conceal the fact of her own motherhood. For herself, to keep it secret 

is an expedient choice but implies her cutting off the mother-daughter relationship 

and refusal to acknowledge the responsibility of motherhood and her family. In the 

feminist dramas, feminist playwrights attempted to deconstruct the traditional gen-

der binary by constructing an anti-male-dominated-center theatre. The all-female 

roles and cast in Top Girls could be considered as an important dramatic technique 

of feminist drama, effectively strengthening Marlene’s “Superwoman” image. Nev-

ertheless, Churchill breaks the norm of feminist drama by presenting Marlene’s 

-

fessional women to question about the radical dramaturgy in the feminist drama. 

Accordingly, this play virtually shows Churchill’s ethical stance that claims it is 

“Androcentrism” to “Gynocentrism.”
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