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Title: The Identity Dilemma, Ethical Tragedy and Spatial Writing in Kafka’s The
Metamorphosis

Abstract: Kafka has been tortured by his ethical (identity) predicaments for the
major part of his life, and The Metamorphosis embodies his profound reflections on
ethical issues through its exquisite plot knitting and spatial writing. Gregory, after
his metamorphosis, with his dramatic corporeal transformation, loss of linguistic
expression and ever-weakening reason, is confronted with an identity dilemma,
which causes the ethical confusion in his family. Different ethical choices are made
by Gregory and his family, which not only are their different reactions to their
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ethical context, but also originate from their contradictory ethical views. These
irreconcilable ethical conflicts eventually lead to his family’s choice of seeing him
as “nonhuman” and excluding him of human ethic. But nonhuman is not Gregory’s
choice of identity, so he can only choose death to resolve the ethical confusion
brought about by his metamorphosis. Thus, the novella discloses an inevitable
ethical tragedy, employing Gregory’s identity dilemma as the ethical knot, and his
and his family’s different ethical choices as the ethical lines. In the meanwhile, the
identity dilemma, the ethical choices, the conflicts between different ethical views
and those between Gregory and the ethical context, are represented in the detailed
spatial writing, namely, the writing of spatial perceptions, spatial contrasts, the
border space and border-crossing, thus revealing the close association between
space and human ethical existence and social ethical issues.
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b B R R R BEE R AR BE T RRRANM SO REE, < Rl
A MR ILT AR R A BIA EE B AR s ” (G 190) o 1SR
PZIA, XNIrgHAAtSh A5 AZERREE, AZBRNTHES R
b, DL AETE AR ) B O TR o 1/ INgE H 9 23 1) 5 5 IR Z b4 7
T X — e PR 5 2 R G, RN AR 2 (R 4R S, AR BI R A
TEAMAAZS R ITE SR, WAKEEZS RIS DA S Ui IEUFAEAR T REZEZS M) 22 4),
R R IR S AA G, TEAS T b, BRI BRIt R A AE R
SRR, JE C FEHAHETE Y (being-in-the-world ) AYARAETE
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