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Title: “My Narrative Is [Not]... What He Really Did”: Fielding’s Parody of Crimi-
nal Biography in The Life and Death of Jonathan Wild the Great

Abstract: Henry Fielding’s fictions often revolve around the theme of crimes. Dif-
ferent from traditional criminal biography writers, Fielding ponders more deeply
into the issue of social crimes, owing to his background of education in the field
of law. With his The Life and Death of Jonathan Wild the Great, he tries to make a
parody of the traditional criminal biography. In this novel, he does not make a true
account of what Jonathan Wild really did, nor does he romanticize his deeds; rather,
he uses irony and makes the villain a mirror to reflect the corruption and evil of the
English society, to reveal the root cause of social crimes, hence to make the book a
criminal biography with very much critical significance.
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