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Abstract: Wallace Stevens is one of the representatives of American modern poets. 

His mode of life, his poetry, and his creatively unique poetic theme of truth and 

imagination, have intersection and combinations with oriental tea, which inspires 

the high purity of imagination. His poems “Tea” and “Tea at the Palaz of Hoon” 

will be discussed in detail from the perspective of his reading The Book of Tea by 

Kakuzo Okakuro. The moral value and ethics in the imagined world based on tea as 

connection with tea culture and his spiritual sustenance on tea as a nexus between 

the truth and imagination; the individual and the world as well as the harmonious 

development between Human and Nature.
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“
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” The outsider may indeed wonder at this seeming much ado about nothing. 

What a tempest in a tea-cup! He will say.

“ ” Much Ado about Nothing

“ ”

a tempest in a tea-cup 18

 “ ” The Tempest tea-

cup cup The Cup of Humanity

The Lady of the Camellias , 

“ ” The Queen of the Camellias “ ”

92-95

“ ‘

’ ” “

Drink from wise men? From jade? ” “ ” “ ”

“ ”

Zhu 164 “

” 270

“ ” 733-804

“ ”

“

——

” Okakura 13 “ ”

“ ”

According to him the best quality of the leaves must have ‘creases like the 

leathern boot of Tartar horsemen, curl like the dewlap of a mighty bullock, 

unfold like a mist rising out of a ravine, gleam like a lake touched by a zephyr, 
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crystal beads rolling in a fountain; the third boil is when the billows surge 

Okakura 14-15

( 85)
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ness, the third cup searches my barren entrail but to find therein some five 

thousand volumes of odd ideographs. The fourth cup raises a slight perspira-

cup---ah, but I could take no more! I only feel the breath of cool wind that 

rises in my sleeves. Where is Horaisan? Let me ride on this sweet breeze and 

waft away thither(Okakura 15)

Mountain Penglai Horaisan
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