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Title: Demoralized Imagination: American Cities’ Environmental Ethical Crisis in
Ginsberg’s “My Sad Self”

Abstract: Allen Ginsberg, with a strong sense of social responsibility, puts great
emphasis on the ethical relationship between human beings and their living envi-
ronment. By depicting the skyscraping architectural landscape and the Congolese
rainforest-style street landscape in “My Sad Self”, the poet presents a series of eth-
ical problems incurred by urban landscapes in terms of humans’ natural aesthetics,
sense of place and identity, thus pointing out American cities’ environmental ethical
crisis, namely, demoralized imagination. Meanwhile, the moral exploration in the
poem expresses Ginsberg’s ethical consciousness of landscape construction brim-
ming with humanistic concern and moral import, and leads people to reexamine the
ethical relationship between human existence and modern urban landscapes.
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