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Abstract: Apart from being abundant in historical and cultural connotations, The
Magpie Bridge is also a work with strong ethical values. From the perspective of
ethical literary criticism, this article takes a close look at the ethical predicament
and ethical choices encountered by the protagonist Jiaomei to explore the novel’s
profound merit. It finds out that being in diaspora brings to the Chinese in Britain
a multi-facet ethical environment and multiple ethical identities, which with
the historical entanglements and cultural differences between China and Britain
provoke violent ethical conflicts. By representing the Opium Wars as a Chinese
historical trauma, this novel not only demonstrates the difficulties shouldered by the
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diaspora individuals as they reconstruct themselves from being Chinese to British
Chinese, but also explores the possibility of using moral teaching and ethical
reflection as a means for the diaspora to step out of their ethical predicament. As
a result, The Magpie Bridge reveals the significance of making ethical choices on
the identity reconstruction of the overseas Chinese, and it also presents itself as an
intriguing story with its emotional conflicts, narrative tension and ethical concerns.
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