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Abstract: By focusing on the formation of literary theory in the interwar decades 

The Birth and Death of Literary 

Theory: Regimes of Relevance in Russia and Beyond charts a comprehensive map 

theories in Russia and Eastern and Central Europe to their wider impact on the 

investigation of the rise and fall of theory ranges from Romanticism to Formalism 

to Bakhtin to structuralism and to post-structuralism, offering a continuous and 

modern literary theories. 
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a reputation for his research on literature, culture and cosmopolitanism. Galin 

The Birth and Death of 

Literary Theory: Regimes of Relevance in Russia and Beyond  demonstrates 

theory revolves around Russian literary theory during the interwar decades of the 

twentieth century. 

and intellectual history of France, Germany as well as Russia and East-European 

relevant to their contemporary cultural, intellectual and artistic history.

disintegrating and modifying philosophical approaches that made their appearance 

is very discerning in his understanding of the continuity of literary and critical 
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the standpoint of a dialectic historicism as well as a cosmopolitan view towards the 

three regimes of relevance, however, are not totally isolated from each other, as it 

mode is in competition with others, and at any one point a constellation of different 

historical factors.

and their respective regimes of relevance to the aesthetic value of literature, Chapter 
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autonomy and aesthetic peculiarity of literature as early as the second half of the 

phenomenological theory, deconstruction theory, literary anthropology and so 

semiotics. 

psychoanalysis 

asserts that although Russian Formalism is grounded in a different relevance of 

attach great importance to the ideals and values of scientism:
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of scientism (nauchnost’

 with a view 

Russian Formalism undergoes its inner revolution as it shifts from one regime of 

his opinions, Tihanov introduces 

Formalism, so he pinpoints the failure of the integration of the early theory of 

estrangement into the Russian Formalists, stressing that: 
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great significance as it pioneers modern literary theory and presents a transition 

that Bakhtin does not appreciate the generic specifics of the novel and that he 

former uses language in a holistic way that conveys aesthetic and moral meanings 

a neutral position in terms of language and the novel. To augment his arguments, 

Tihanov Rabelais and His World in which 
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criticism or theory, their theoretical writings and proposals have merged into the 

the process of the rise and development of literary theory in its early period, when 

various viewpoints and concepts were assimilated to enrich the theory itself.

and economic situations. Tihanov makes it clear that semantic paleontologists not 

to the origins of language and the influence of socioeconomic character and 

modes of production on literature differentiates itself from Russian Formalism 

thinking do not disappear with the arrival of advanced capitalism; they survive 
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the formation of literary theory as

the traditional mindset of literature:

developments in literary theory during the interwar period; it was part 

and parcel of renewed cultural cosmopolitanism that transcended local 

with these several years.
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meantime, it covers a wide theoretical domain and relevance ranging from 

literary theory, literary criticism, culture, politics, sociology, linguistics, and even 

The Birth and Death 

of Literary Theory
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