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Title: In the “Unhomely” Island: Chinese Writer’s Pursuit of Self-Identity

Abstract: Around more than half a century ago, the “Obsession with China”
characteristic of modern Chinese writers since the May Fourth Movement (1919)
has been, surprisingly, sustained among “Chinese” writers, which is ostensibly
evidenced by Prof Xiao Chunduan’s book Establishing Oneself in Our History: A
Study of Chinese Writings in Britain. None of those “Chinese” writers, no matter
migrated to the UK from where, no matter now writing in Chinese or in English,
can shake off their psychological bond with China. About the few writers that are
discussed in this essay, they grew up in English education, and have almost never
lived in mainland China, yet their writings have forever been orbiting around
Chinese existence, or Chinese livelihood. We have no choice but to understand the
essential importance that this unshakable Obsession in the Chinese writing. The
deep sediment of Chinese culture makes itself indispensable roots for anyone with
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Chinese blood. Only by re-establishing oneself through the narrating of our history
can he find his own identity as a writer, as is precisely stated in Xiao’s book.
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Title: Rereading Foreign Literature Canon, Constructing Humanities Genealogy
with Chinese Manner

Abstract: Wu Di’s Studies in the Formation and Dissemination of Foreign
Literary Classics(Eight-volumed, Published by Peking University Press, in April,
2019) maximizes its coverage of foreign Literary Classics, tracing their formation
from their source language contexts all the way to contemporary China’s context.
In the multi-dimensional coordinate of history, politics, culture and civilization,
the eight-volumed books delineate the humanities genealogy of the formation
and dissemination of foreign literary classics, revealing the profound dynamics
underneath the cultural mechanics, aesthetic motivation and social factors. This
great achievements in theoretical innovation of foreign literature is a travel of
crossing time and space, crossing culture and civilization and of interdiscipline,
embodying the Chinese sentiments, Chinese perspective of Chinese foreign
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literature scholars as well as their profound meditations on mutual learnings of
world civilizations and Community of Shared Future for Mankind.
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