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Abstract: Since the establishment of ethical literary criticism, most scholars have 

employed its ideas and arguments to explore its rationality or problems. However, 

the value of ethical literary criticism is not only in the theory or criticism itself, 

but also in the methodological value of its theoretical construction. Analyzed in 

the perspective of methodology, many of the controversies on the theory may not 

exist and at least the initial intention of ethical literary criticism can be deeper 

understood. Based on Prof. Nie Zhenzhao’s article published on Social Science 

in China, the present article begins with the basis of presenting the question, and 

studies the objectivity of the function of the literary text, brain texts, and the ethics 
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literary criticism, and to reveal its methodological value and some problems to be 

in China.

Key words: ethical literary criticism; methodology; brain texts

Authors: Zhang Jie, PhD, is Professor and a doctoral supervisor at School of 

Foreign Languages and Cultures, Nanjing Normal University (Nanjing 210097, 

China). His current research interests include semiotics, comparative literature, 

Russian literature and literary theory (Email: z-jie1016@hotmail.com). Xu Shiyan 

(corresponding author), PhD, is Professor and a PhD supervisor at School of 

Foreign Languages and Cultures, Nanjing Normal University (Nanjing 210097, 

China). Her current research interests include literary translation and theory, and 

American literature (Email: helenhelen99@163.com).

2020 10

80



33On the Methodological Value of Ethical Literary Criticism / Zhang Jie & Xu Shiyan

20 80

 72

 71

 73

20

 78



34 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 5, No. 1, March 2021

 86

 263-305

 79



35On the Methodological Value of Ethical Literary Criticism / Zhang Jie & Xu Shiyan

   57-78



36 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 5, No. 1, March 2021

  52-61



37On the Methodological Value of Ethical Literary Criticism / Zhang Jie & Xu Shiyan

Works Cited
10 2020 71-

92+205-206

[Nie Zhenzhao. “Value Choice and the Theoretical Construction of Ethical Literary Criticism.” Social 

Sciences in China 10 (2020): 71-92+205-206.]

20 2017

[Zhang Jie et al. The History of Russian and Soviet Literary Criticism in the 20th Century. Beijing: 

Peking UP, 2017.]

2004

[Zhang Jie, Kang Cheng. Constructive Art Semiotics. Beijing: Foreign Language Teaching and 

Research Press, 2004.]

4 2017 68-87

Objectivist Poetry.” Foreign Literature Review 4 2017 68-87.]

3 2020 52-

61

[Zhang Jie, Xu Shiyan. “On the Aesthetic Value of Ethical Literary Criticism.” Interdisciplinary Studies 

of Literature 3 (2020): 52-61.]


