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Abstract: “Benwakumono” in early modern Japan is a literary form under 

the category of “kaidanmono”. Its characteristic lies in not only the collection 

of zhiguai tales, but also many Confucian classics to explain the “strange” 

phenomenon in stories. Constrained by the era when Confucianism was regarded as 
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classics and analyzed the “strange” phenomenon based on Confucianism, which 

not only retained the literary features of “benwakumono” for recreational purposes 

to the greatest extent, but also greatly enhanced the ethical function of the work. 

It clarifies to a certain extent the ignorance of the “strange” phenomenon by the 

Japanese since ancient times, and has the effect of ideological enlightenment; it 

emphasizes the dominant position of Confucianism through the elimination of the 

mystery and transcendence of the “strange” in the literary form that the general 

public likes, which helps the shogunate to promote the politics of Confucianism 

and has the function of stabilizing feudal rule. It is based on Confucian principles 

such as “ ” and “ ”. 

“Virtue” is required to coordinate the relationship between the samurai class with 

political power and the industrial and commercial people with economic power, 

and it plays an active role in promoting the construction of ethics in early modern 

Japan.
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