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Abstract: Various ethical environments give birth to a variety of literatures, but the 

morality of humankind in general is the same, as they have many ethical issues in 

common. China and South Korea have deep-rooted connection in history, culture, 

humanities and so on, and share some common ethical problems. The Vegetarian is 

one of the masterpieces of Korean Women’s literature and it won the International 

Booker Prize in 2016. The novel uses the heroine’s dream as the ethical line which 
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is a series of interconnected ethical knots. It tells the tragic story of the heroine 

being oppressed; from a normal housewife she gradually becomes a mentally 

ill person. The novel reveals the most easily overlooked kind of animal factor, 

that is the Banality of evil. This evil exists not only in the political sphere, but 

also in the social sphere and even in the private sphere. But when it comes to the 

private sphere, it is often obscured by ethical identity and is not easy to identify. 

Becoming a vegetarian is a self-defense mechanism and a means to resistance in 

order to maintain the existing ethical identity. But this resistance fails. The ethical 

predicament revealed by The Vegetarian goes beyond gender and country, requiring 
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