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Abstract: Ethical literary criticism is very suitable for cultivating moral and ethical 

awareness in the means of literature education, as it has a problematic idea of ethical 

absence and a set of elaborate concepts and theories, as well as valid analysis tools. 

In particular, in the situation that philosophy and ethics education are declining in 

Korean’s secondary and higher education, ethics education by means of literature 
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has become all the more precious than any other time.

This article explores the possibility of adopting ethical literary criticism as a 

methodology for literary education in Korean secondary and higher education 

institutions. It takes the examples of Korean diaspora literature, novels and poem 

of multicultural literature, which can well contain key concepts such as ethical 

environment, ethical identity, ethical knot, ethical line, ethical choice, ethical 

context and so on, to explore the possibilities of literary ethics education. 

By analyzing the noticeable concepts appeared in Korean Japanese literature, 

such as ethical environment, ethical identity, ethical line and ethical choice, and 

also the concepts in multicultural literature, such as ethical environment, ethical 

value and ethical context, the feasibility of Korean literary education in the sense of 

literary ethics is discussed. Furthermore, it is expected that as an academic study of 

literature and philosophy, literary ethics is to be established and expanded as a new 

area of study and to be contributed to the solution of the humanity crisis in Korea. 
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