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Abstract: With the publication of The Ninety-Five Theses, Martin Luther initiated
the Reformation. With abundant contribution shown in his literature concerning
religious studies, fundamentals of Christianity, and the German translation of
Bible, he led the irreversibly subversive Reformation, ushering in a series of
other reforms in social life. Martin Luther’s ethical choices are indispensable
to his above-mentioned eminent contribution: piety in Christianity endorsed his
profound critiques and reforms, sincere love to the Christians underpinned his
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deep humanism, and meticulous studies and deep devotion to religious research
and reform brought about profound critique on Christianity. His own religious
interpretation rose to the status of public interpretation. His religion-reformation
laid emphasis on moderate social reform in the spheres of thoughts and beliefs,
objecting to radical social uprisings or revolutions in other social life. His ethical
choices resulted from both the objective socio-historical conditions and his own
subjective determination. Applying theories of philosophy of culture, hermeneutics,
and ethical identity, the special focus of this essay is on his ethical choices, which
led to his outstanding contribution to the reform in Christianity and the progress of
the society.
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