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Title: Canonical Blend of Ethical Debate and Aesthetic Appreciation: Moral
Masquerade and Ethical Construction: A Study of Henry Fieldings Novels

Abstract: After publishing the monograph Ethical Narrative in Henry Fielding’s
Novels in 2010, Professor Du Juan newly published her latest monograph Moral
Masquerade and Ethical Construction: A Study of Henry Fielding’s Novels on
Fielding again in 2021, which was published by Peking University Press as one
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of the series of books for “The First Class Discipline Construction” of Central-
China Normal University. This new monograph is her another breakthrough in
the field of Henry Fielding’s research in general, and his novels in particular. The
new monograph attempts to restore the constructive process of ethical thoughts
in Fielding’s novels by using the ethical literary criticism and illustrates the
ethical traits and systematic connotation of Fielding’s novels from the diachronic
and synchronic perspectives. What is emphatically worthy to mention that this
monograph believes the unique values of Fielding lies in “novel morality,” namely,
Fielding’s novels authentically approach every character’s ethical dilemma by
querying the individual encounter, exploring the soul mystery, revealing the hidden
emotions, removing the historical constraint and lingering the trifles in real life.
On the whole, this monograph dares to break its own hedge and attempts to break
through the tradition and authority. Besides, it is a canonical monograph on Fielding
and his novels in recent years as its brilliant and creative thoughts are grounded on
the abundant research, blending the ethical debate with aesthetic appreciation.
Keywords: Moral Masquerade and Ethical Construction: A Study of Henry
Fieldings Novels; ethical literary criticism; “novel” moral
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