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Abstract: In this interview, Wang Shouren introduces and reviews the journey of
his literary research on British literature, American literature, and world literature.
In an academic career of almost 40 years, he is apt at applying the socio-historical
approach to make nuanced contemplation on the complicated relationship between
literature and life. Juxtaposing literature with its historical context, his studies
illustrate the authors’ insights into their life and time by relating literature to socio-
historical factors. Wang Shouren’s systematic study on the principles of literary
realism brings new life to socio-historical criticism and predicates that literature
creates cognitive as well as aesthetic values in its representation and construction

of reality. Wang Shouren’s research on foreign literature bridges the gap between
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China and the West, meanwhile, he insists on the Chinese standpoint and maintains
his own subjectivity as a Chinese scholar. Through translating literature in English,
editing foreign literary histories and encyclopedia entries, and publishing articles
and monographs, he demonstrates a character of praxis which is nourished by
Chinese culture and history, and makes significant contribution to constructing
China’s systematic body of knowledge regarding foreign literature.
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