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Abstract: Nikolay Karamzin was a famous Russian writer of 18" century with
a deep sentimental ethical thought. His novels and novellas such as Letters of a
Russian Traveler, The Aristocratic Daughter Natalie, and The Poor Lisa, express
his distinctive ethical thought. The essential spirit of Karamzin’s ethical thought
includes two aspects. Firstly, he insisted on the expression of human misery and
“the unfortunate history of the mankind” with the keen thinking and “a kind and
affectionate heart” in order to motivate the forgiveness and sympathy. Besides,
what he explored is how to cast off the spiritual shackle of historical destiny of
the unfortunate mankind, get rid of the ethical dilemma, and realize the yearning
for the equal and ideal society. Secondly, he laid stress on civil duty and citizen’s
responsibility in order to be subordinated to the community and the country, and
become the ideal example or moral model. He thought that only in this way could
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the people walk out from the ethical dilemma, achieve the desired state, win the
respect from the society, and gain the significance of living.
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