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Title: Rhetoric and Honor: Ethical Choice in Shakespeare’s Coriolanus

Abstract: Shakespeare’s Coriolanus reveals the complicated relationship between
ethical identity and ethical choice. According to Coriolanus, the false rhetoric of
Roman public life debases his honor as a general, and deceitful political trickery
undermines his nobility. As a Roman general first, Coriolanus chooses to live an
honorable life, and he even longs for independence from city and acquiring self-
sufficient like a god by honor. Due to his excessive love of honor, he overestimates
virtues in war, but ignores necessary qualities of politician in peace and basic needs
of people. Having banished by Rome, Coriolanus is still restrained by his ethical

identity as a son and a Roman citizen, and he makes an ethical choice to give up
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attacking his homeland. Therefore, Shakespeare shows that the truly good politi-
cal man not only has courage virtue, but has the whole virtues. A good politician
should be able to appeal to noble rhetoric and political ethic, guiding desires of
people properly and making them turn to the noble morality.
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e, BHEENEE, THEEE,

PRI B 22 298 4 vy BE AR AR SRR — FE I B AR, B0V S vA T T ATLA
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1095b20-30) . ZREEMAKEIZ T, B AT B—FER .

PR B 22 20 i (R SR DR AE T AL B S FAN S 2 B 53 2. BLR
B E, RFIEEEIIMENEE (14, 1.9, 2.1, 3.2, 33, 45),
th B AR S PIEE X — A L B 3 5 RLAE V)R Ry R A BRI, T AN R R il
fih I &0 — BT R 2 W ZRES, 5588 T FA N & 03 5t B A B3R £ (Eagleton
107) o BRFIBEEGH PR QRS #EERAME N b, “TREBEMIRA]
MIF R, BGOSR P i — R RBGE TR11” (3.3) « FLK
BT RRIE g, RIS RBOE TP Y, WA BREEE. BRE
2R BB DRI SR T N . ISR Z A m kB = 5 B LA B,
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M2, BER B 20 A m b 5 O SR S S E N S P Z A e flnd 5k
H AR 22 R B 22 g0 Hef o0 25 () # 2 Al Al [ <7 35 B OAE ¥4 S £ 4
ECRE NP R I B — T R R BIRE, 2R M 2 ek B AT BUA A L5,
BIVEE T B2E N

AREF) B 22 gl 17 (1) S 4R ) T At A4S B R R W AR R 1 45 IR, At =
FRMERI 20, FLAHETT 2y 28 I A A B 55 2 L e H RN . AR A SR R A
HERER TR A BN 2R, g —UIE RS HE R
(privilege) , #PHZLIE ! {58 (obstinate) RN —FIZEM”  (5.3) . fibfT
T B ZE O A DU AP N e s B A TR BEOC RO . AR B I
FHIE SR S B oR S, B g — Flomt [ i R R EL R B 2R IR PR S, At
IR RANAT I ZEAE " (5.4) o RUEAR RS, AR RR I IR 2 ¥ T TG 1 1A o
AR B 22 gh e e K B SO p ) (RT3 7 NP S B, o nl ek S g m) 1
S B — 0

TR B8 22 g B R RO A ) SRR e B R SIS, B IRER 5. BRI
ZONTETIOR fE, MRS EE B Oy R AE T AR —— I8 AR AN R R
FEAAAS 1 55 SRS SR i, “ w7 (PRFRI B 22 gy, R % 02 brif—
ok ECEAE “B”  (dragon, 4.1) . “4fi” 5 “=” PR LI 46 R
WETFY G, 1X—T8 G0 W B A 2 48 B ()78 25 3 i N e R
(W H A2 (EUG) 1253a26-29) o ' AR 4 SRR TmA
TEII, AARERBUAKIZNY, FEBUGILFEAS BEIE1FEM. WL
BT ANEty, XBEMAREN, RARITEHEE T SCIR %tk BRI
PR BT R, MR AR EE L T H CAE NS B AR S 4. Al
S BB ROREBMAL T2 Ly, R 200 2AFHGH T — M. X/
R, EREARGITEREHIENE 2.

BEF B 22 g VR A R B, “RPRI B 2E g i 1R gk BORL R B
WRAR R EZ 4, RS HEEREMIEAD BIERE RIS h. XA4
FIRE AT A B S B R, SROMAE AR S R A AR 2 3k, B3R
EY LR BN IR, A R, “RIRIE =g g R T AN TIE AT
A DA A 2% 1) 8 B S il o 5 Aot 2 G PR FE AT e N asts . PRI B “ a4 T
27 IR T, kR DASCK S (1) 7 AR 4L H 5 5 2 SR,
4T HOEHHIE Lo ABARAC PRI )1 SR A lE T RHR B 2 g i Ath 1) A
SR LARRI 5 A E— kD, ki o iR B Eoa B LIRS A S8
EETIMAL . AR R A E AT G “RIRIE 287 AR IR E, fih
RBEAE N SRR B — B A AE o« BRI B 22 g s s —FF B 2 118 SR Ky 28
SR E - RAERES, WIRIRK T AR R, e R R A G2

1 Lees AJy: “ (RIAIB 0T ) (5% TR A CBOIR=:) B . B SR Sodok, xF (B
7 ) AR PR AR AL T HIIE ” (Lees 123)




Rhetoric and Honor: Ethical Choice in Shakespeare’s Coriolanus / Lin Zhimeng & Zhang Xiao | 123

B 38) o fEf)E, BRI 2GR R IZE B CAEIRBIA B E A TS, R IR
IRPENFIBMR SR, BB NY S22 7%,

IR B 22 g i AR R R B T SRR AR IR L. 1N S 4, BRI R

YRR IR SR, TR AR, XTI AR IR A
MTERLF W B AT EAP SRR, MhEEGES BRI 4,
WAL T2 BIRA M RE. AR 52 )5, BIARZMEND 5
NI EE S e A R B 3 h A AE . 2%, M EHIKE A O
DY ARG . BRI Z2 6 T 2R ECR, &R REBRE
HAHER B R APIRRE . BEARUF B 22 g lions B 5 UM SRR, A,
WS Z AN 5 2 I A AN A .

g

TR B 22 gl K s R B 1 5 N A 4RSS NSRS A4S P 3 b LG Rl 2k

SR, W T BUA NS ]S A T R E RN R SE . RUR) BN
S R0 it R AR TUAE S T A BB L (A T RO T R, s S
TR, RS A i 2 o AR Jo o L 0 7 RO AR i D I R B SR B A 5%
o APEEITEESCIL . ATAEZ R D B 5 [ <7 A T SE A8 R B2 = 2 3
Z IR R, HIEAMEGE N, BEANIZZ T s iz 1 S 4E A
AMBOABOREIRH LAE, thARIZ MR — M REREFEBUA L. BUAAT
TR SERITENE, T REAC B BUA G BRI 5

At I T R B2 N AR B By SR PR R R . B

G R TN B g PP A L Nt e ST R (L RS E ey
HPPAE, FFRONE R IELE N Mk $eRZ 58 R, H a8 R Rz 5
BTV SR O, AR RE B AR AE . (HRVR B 22 g AR 28 e AR BRI 2
i, SO FAEL TS S A RIS E By, TR ZAF HUBET BT BRI
EBE e (PRI 2 ghir) S8 e B 22 50 5 iR S BRI B A2, R
THFEDNIEERIVEM SR, RN S i fE HAR B IR P I S 2R
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