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Abstract: The author develops her narration by two clues: one is Kerouac’s life 

Kerouac’s suffering, bewilderment and simple eternal in his life. Firm pursuit of 

faith being his consistent theme, he mainly focuses on “why on the road.” We call 

the pursuit “philosophical nostalgia”. Affected but not bound by Zen, Kerouac 

sticks to his belief on the road.
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1

Elliott Jaques

The New York Times Jaques Dr. Jaques 

introduced the phrase ‘midlife crisis’ in 1965 in a paper on the working patterns of 

creative geniuses. Examining the careers of a number of composers and artists, he 

found abrupt changes in style or declines in productivity around the age of 35”

Stuart Lavietes, 17 Mar. 2003 Dr. Jaques
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