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Abstract: After the “literary boom” in Latin America in the 1980s, the Chinese
academia of foreign literature and cultural studies has gradually formed a
cultural self-awareness through ongoing dialogues with the theories of world
literature. In this context, Chen Zhongyi, a distinguished scholar, interpreter and
writer recognized for his contributions to Latin American literature, embodies a
scholarly approach characterized by his comprehensive transcultural perspectives,
profound academic accomplishments, and evident dedication with a sense of social
responsibility. He has developed original theoretical viewpoints and introduced
terms like “absolute relativity”, “Variables and Constants in Literature” and
“defamiliarization” criticism, and the notion of childishness thinking. Through
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a perceptive critique of transnational capital and its implications for globalized
world literature, Chen Zhongyi has established a dialectical theoretical path for the
disciplinary, academic and discourse systems in the realm of Chinese and foreign
literature and cultural studies guided by values of mutual understanding among
civilizations, the foundation of Chinese indigenous culture, and a return to classical
ideals.
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