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Title: An Ethical Reflection on the Museum Narrative in News from Nowhere
Abstract: Museum was a public space to display order, cultivate citizens, and con-
struct cultural identity, which exerted a major influence on modern life, and then be-
came an object of literary writing. William Morris affirmed the museum’s education
role, and viewed museums as a field to realize his socialist ideals. However, under
the capitalist system, museums are subject to political power and follow the logic of
capital. The direction the museums taking is contrary to Morris’s political ideal. In
News from Nowhere, Morris attacks the manipulative purpose of museum visits, and
attempts to construct a museum as an equal, interactive and sharing space to high-
light art and social ethics. From the perspective of Ethical Literary Criticism, the
political and capital intervention of collection and exhibition serves as the ethical
knot of the museum narrative, while the visitors’ identity anxiety as its ethical line,
and they interweave with each other to constitute the museums’ existential crisis.
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1 2l William Morris, “The Art of the People,” The Collected Works of William Morris XXII, edited
by May Morris, London: Longman and Green and Co., 1914, 28-50.
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o i BB S SO K A 2 By, B R AR S AT, AR
vt P [ R 3 L6735 PP A ST OB LA S 25 1 R RN A, (FL IR ol 248 %o Ji) ¢
(AL 385 55 T OB BUAR 132, T 38 s [ A PRI Ak e (A R o /N i o A
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1 2 I, Edward P. Lexander, Museums in Motion: An Introduction to the History and Functions of
Museums, New York: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 1996, 204.
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(Vergo 75) . 7 E1HYTE H & 2 SR R 1T B3R I FL AR B2 MYE A A &
AR B B XA E U S0y, HEELRI B AR S B B R
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