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Abstract: Chunhyangjeon is a classic in Korean literature, which tells of a story
circulated among the public for centuries. The circulation processes of the story
Chunxiang have witnessed various variations, hundreds of different versions and
text groups taking shape. A novel of nearly the same, Chunxiang, published in 2014
by Jin Renshun, the Chinese female writer, whose ethnic belonging is Korean, is
an expansion and adaptation of Chunhyangjeon. The female writer reinterprets the
classic text through the lens of a new concept of modernity, which ultimately creates
an intertextuality with the previous texts and falls behind the previous texts in form
and content. It would not only reveal the basic law of literary spread and acceptance
but also benefit the in-depth cognition of Chinese and Korean literature and culture
if we examined the variation of specific stories in the past century from the perspec-
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tive of comparative literature variation theory.
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