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Abstract: The indeterminacy of postmodernism brings about moral fuzziness and
moral relativism, which leads to the lack of restraint of rationalism in individual
choice, resulting in excessive freedom of individual choice and the “floating” state
of individuals. Individuals need to achieve self-choice through self-discipline, and
then complete their own moral construction. Postmodern ethics emphasizes the
choice in the relationship with others, the responsibility for others to realize the
correct ethical choice, and thus repair the moral contract and rebuild the social
community. This ethical thought is also deeply embedded in children’s literature,
helping child readers to understand and learn how to rely on their inner selves to
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make choices between egoism and altruism. Through trial and error, Laila, the child
heroine in His Dark Materials Trilogy, finally learns to abandon the kinship-based
ethical standards and make ethical choices out of her moral responsibility for others.
During a series of choices, Laila exerts her own initiative, not only to save the world
with her own actions, but also to inherit the spirit of altruism as her duty, to build
the Republic of Heaven, and to become the restorer and reconstructor of social mor-
al order.
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ty construction

Author: Zhang Shengzhen is Professor at the School of English Studies, Beijing
Language and Culture University (Beijing 100083, China). Her areas of research
include world children’s literature and culture, British literature, and American liter-

ature (Email: zhangshengzhen@blcu.edu.cn).

HEF) o /R Z (Philip Pullman) ) (EEEYI)  (His Dark Materials,
1995-2000) =#ali FIH 501G SO, BB, SR AR BT 52 2%
PG 252 K0, FARENZH M A LE S E R EE G, KT
TEH i (David Gooderham) 4% 4k P 58 G E 38 /K 2 0 BB B0l 1% 15 1K &
fRtLl ', 54« 4587 (Laura Peters) 45 AU S WS04 I BUA TGS, 15
H T SORM SR RS, FHABREOE SCE NS T RIBOA S M . X (R
Yy = EB T R R 2 r S, AN T AT Oy BIE S AR AR
RHX R, (EBEYRY =i, 7. B8 U EBTER
Fi BN SIRE, BRWREAFEARRGE . £ X e R B E
I, AR B N A IR AT R A0 B v AT Zh A k4%, TE R /R 855 ) L& S OE
TR L E B

A BSOS BE A HE PR BR A0 T vk, BT (R =3l
HAE RN SR S OL R, I D N AR S BURE MG & e T:. B
PR ORI 55 0] N, W AR EEARATT ) B R, LR SO IR )
R EE R, SRR AR IR R T, A R B D A
Sy B ) P ok B 5 DA S A AR, /DR R Bl 4 52 1 A
SE MAC BERR1E, 11 A2 75 T 0T PR HE 5 Bk SR 86 A40 o B . T HIEHAE B
FHIW S, FERC RSB IH5] 0E .

1 2 I, David Gooderham, “Fantasizing It as It is: Religious Language in Philip Pullman’s Trilogy
His Dark Materials,” Children’s Literature 31 (2003): 155-175.

2 2, Laures Peters, “Revisiting the Colonial: Victorian Orphans and Postcolonial Perspectives,” Crit-
ical Perspectives on Philip Pullman’s His Dark Materials, edited by Steven Barfield and Katharine Cox,
North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2011, 93-110.



702 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 7, No. 4, December 2023

—. BOFHEENEIRRCERE

20 20Ny, P A ARt DLE AR 3 SRS e R R AR 20
el 70, 80 AEAX, PHIT RO AR E B S B BRI, R kb JE
Tolb At 2 FE B AL 2 I BIR, 78 75 123 05 BARHERAIE H 2510 2 o S5 4% 520 « fifl
2 (Zygmunt Bauman) I8 IACHE 5 KB ARG R, OB T IARELRL
HMEAEE MRS, AWNE T ANKHD T RBUNRB AN “ B R E
O A AFERl NSCK T3 T o X R M LE 52 T 38 A O, K T
AL R AL C CIARTE S KBEZRD) 265) o XA R IR SRk g
EEMCHE B EH AN, CIERRKERERMEE, AGZENA NG
—EARERT C (MRS RER) 266) o R R EIARENEF, &
BOARENEERE O RAEAE, “HEERAaNEEL SR G-
IEHRT « FIBIE 515 , EEFERENANBEREI. Hit, BEENE
EH I B BN 2 R AR, (EURE AT 2R R B AT I i R B, AN RRZ
N TIESEEYLZ F, “XIEATME, EEEE (- ) FEAR T _EAST
W RIEIEAEN CFERD 7 (Bauman 21-22) 1o AGBRFNTE (R ASHR 2 PEAS Sk
TIEEABRPE, AMTRERERE N TR R S R AT R e SR DL TR
A RE 2 fd R AF A BIAR R R AR . A ARAT RS E REW T E “Agos
BEAS T RATANIHA FIEfE R /1K EHAERATMN AL A TR, B
SRR, RERD, HE2RTRRR, (EAE 80015 50550
737 (Bauman 16) . [, JEIARASHIRAN RS .

IR AR B fa L RIFE R AR PP R ER A L2, H Bk R L E PR RA
TE RO M R (AR BN BT, A AT T7E R 5 Rl Ao DU e 4. SR B
SEROVE N LE SCEEWE USRI TR B A A, BB A E R L SR
] 1) J LB 132 R IX — AR BE N 858, LS an ] 35 B ) LB AR S2A S A BEOUL &, « 3T
SV E DA P S AR B, SR P 5B AR 3 SR A R E AR AS R AR
WHEIAE N A M e EERE” GREA] MR 19 o “REIET e
72 DX T B AR PE () O — 2R, AR B AR B RPE I R O, B A A
W 5 R P AR, ) SR R TE A VR R PR R E R XS SC 2R 0 D RE
W7 (MEE 119 o JLESCFIERNEIMAARTE TR, 0 LE S H R
AT BT I PR AR 5, 3 B L B e ) S PR A R TE AN (B . 21 tH2d
JUE SR T 2 AAAE £ SR, aokgss « B2k (Meg Rosoff) ) 3k
AT A)  (What I Was, 2007) SSVE BT SRR KD R, B3 250¢ - 14
HER Gtz ) RAVRDT TR TR R &4 HMERR, KT« B /R 5248 (David
Almond) ] ¢ H ) (Clay, 2005) Wi 5E L7 < b5 %R B ISA eSS A
M —/f (Kazuo Ishiguro) ) (HiLIRAED  (Never Let Me Go, 2005) Z54E R

1 ARSCANCEI O B A



On Adolescents’ Ethical Choices and Identity Reconstruction in His Dark Materials Trilogy | 703
/ Zhang Shengzhen

EIFAE UL B R e P i A B A, (HEMCR R R L 3 LA
SRS, HBLE A LN, R . N RRIE
e L IO A N SRR AR TS LE AR, JLETR
FHIRT TIRE M TR A BRI FER, BgE S T EINE L. 2ol
LRI 2 o)L SN AT R I s 2 A AL A R 1 2 ] ) )
Ko L WA TG AR A BRI B, S SRR F RE S M R O
A 3 7 2 A R S B, U0 b AT 38 S v o W £ T 2

i)

AR R AR A2 X — R B N BT ) B AR, 35 A A AR BE R

TGN R Ro IR ANAE ) 2% I B 3 SGE B B A ) R AR R AR
PG B IR B R LR AL T TE AR AW, AR B B R AR R T IEAE B, T
WSy, 7R L R, B - REAHEER T4 - 38, Mk, BAT (& -
W X T (BRSO IR, BB WK (Deleuze
121-122) , BRSPS, Flw, fE4E% Jé R « & B (Veronica
Roth) [ (4r#) (Divergent, 2011-2013) Z ¥, HF/DELENARY
TG KA A IIE RIS LT, NS EFM N Edr. RS IFAE—1F
WG, maE L. HE, LA T HRETZ .

X 24 i 25 A e R A Ak A AT 2 ) LB R N 9 XA T I 5 1) 5%

R, SR B ABUE S 3 E D NAMT, & ZAKEE A CXTEYRA R
e A, fln,  CREA] - PR RIVTIRENAIEH, REERLGREZ
JREBLE ) A e R o MR A e 8 BORE AL, R I IR X IR
B NIRRT R, IR & BRI GE A T mT ek .

=, AAEEERENREERE
JEBAE BB IR OB S RIEETHE,  “TUE” X BRI T AR

WA B, S AMBARIN T A ARRE . 2 o R IR 32 SR IR, B
THGES 7. FIAUREREE SRR S T E R b, 91RO
N, Rl N IEFE A L SR A TETE BRI, [ AR Z KD, 4
AT R RS T, TR R X Sl 2 B 5 00 U 38 e R T 43
SEANMIRLYE, WK A T ANMNAE. St 2 3 REM TN, AR
AR TR MR “IRENT” (Bauman 76) . HIRTE H G HIHR K
R, XN RSRIER B BN N AR B R, X
HJMUELE”  (Bauman 77) o M, “REEEPHSBBIALS T 50

2 I, Nie Zhenzhao, “Ethical Literary Criticism: Sphinx Factor and Ethical Selection,” Forum for

World Literature Studies 3 (2021): 383-398.

2 I, Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, translated and edited by Mary Gre-

2 I, Zygmunt Bauman, Postmodern Ethics, Oxford: Blackwell, 1993, 76.



704 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 7, No. 4, December 2023

SiAMHKMHLE”  (Bauman 77) o XMt A ST 20MA B T /0 3
R, A NMNER, EEMARE FE AR T A AN E B, W
HRRAE R AMA B R AR O 5 R [ e s 4%, SRR IR 5E % .

W HEBEEE R, JLEXFARINILERKN SRS, ih)LE®
b 5 AN Sl S 2 o), SEE DARIME 3 SCAMR B R Bk . MR T
PR B, SCOAR BV SO B AR R BRI 72, NS R
5E 7 S B B A UL A A A s AR R A A, SRR BRI
ZAR”  (Nie, “A Basic Theory” 14) . “H&—/N NH T BiE o B 3L PE5E K
NAERFMEHIER . AT A B, HE, EE%E, #eaREFENLE
R7OGEBH ERMA 9 o 30 i ZARIE R A E Dy R R E R
SZ, A SCE R 2R AR AN E R . R B g, AN AHIRHAR
AT R RuR . GRE2E],  CUEREEAGERIR)Y  98) o “Likd
HOE A, IHROE S, #SEFEmN R, OB ARG RS B2
EEFRE R AER” (B EAKR 100 o FERRE « BREM CRIEY)
) =, oeE NASER DAL R B IR 8 TRT, ERFHRiK
KPR AF BB RS, B H ARG RS, BRI IR 2 bt 5t v 2
B M o SRR AR RS 5 B WA F 2 M s — Ik 71, N
SERLAIR R KR L TR . FEZ E M ke, SEh i NS AE T nfer 78
G5 A A e, PEGE I R rh SRR AT 25 SR A () A6 BRI 4

MEEMHAAHEERNIEP SRS ZEERS, FEMEAE
SRS R TR R A BT, (O IER e L R . Ha A DR
IRFER NI S ISR AT, HOh 8% AR Bk e, 3R45 1 364
MEAE:  “FERFF R AR O ik stk b7 ddh, RMEHE H OGN & B/
J¥”  (Philip, The Golden Compass 66) . [, MSERAGEE/RFFRALEHD
EEE, RVIEIEZ R RHRIM E VR, A BRI . FERRER AR
SRR EIRG RN THHIEAR, &%) LERER:  “URE, /DEHE, (R
F R A RO AL, (HR SR 2] 7 IRATT & &I (e )
K R R &P N IAE IS 46, Xt ik ARz m A~ (Philip,
The Golden Compass 283-284) o SEHFNTEPE/RFFR NI S, VIERE R R 28
NI E A2, XL 21 R R A S g A . fEIX —id i, 5§
FONRBAREGATAE DA% 0T B L, B EIR WY, AR A iR A
KA FELF o Shr 3704735 B[R IR EEAE AL RESR S 2 [AMM R v e 3%, IS
P36 S HRF AL SR BT i BLR B BT 2 R R e

AR R, SRR B R 5 8 5 R W2 ) TA) 1R A = 1A
BRI BEBEAE R . 2 R R ) B R SESR R A R P A, R REA S —
MR RE R, SRR R EEARESE T —2, R B ARA — & #
R, BARIRATE WARA T #R R A, AN, HIEATERME T



On Adolescents’ Ethical Choices and Identity Reconstruction in His Dark Materials Trilogy | 705

/ Zhang Shengzhen
MATTEYAE Coeeeee ) AT RIR —E RAFIARTE, FoRMAITRZ RN, i
12X AU 7 (Philip, The Golden Compass 398) . SEFiibiNiHE| &R
SRz AR RN, RIFFNERBEHWRAFNGR: “EPRIX4FEE
by AT AT T, RATE DU N ZERMR (e ) 7 (Philip, The Golden
Compass 398) o Sy SRy % 3% PR B B2 TAE# 2% i N 7E e W &, 78
TEEEE KR, BTSN IS, FEIMEEEIRERESES LA
AT 30 712 N AE N A4S B S S T8 M gt IE 43R 8% 3K - {1l (Emanuelle
Burton) T 5 KA — M WHREE SRR, HHRATI AR HARII L IRE T . |
R AR BRSSP — ORI K, WIR 21)55 k£ I F 3F an 28 1 7 Rk R
FEfI . it — RPN 5478, SEhok LT RIEMARZ %, a7 3
AR E R 2R -

AN A HE ) At ) 4 B 4 B T AR M A AR A B A 2 T B AT AR
af, HEEBFANFAEUNHAT NER.  CREEYERY =3 d Bk e —
TR LR, AH A T e ar DB AE T 0T L@ AR I =, il ANAET
ITHATERFIT. XM TIREE LR EH BN E, HEEHEE,
AU EE RN T, A A RS A RSN ERE. S
FHRAGIEM I Z YA N TR S B K, ER AT B B R T H At 7
Z 8], AR S AR A AR . HAEX—IREF, TEFNTE TEKR
A, AR DD E — AN Ot — NI A R B, i AN R —
AR PIRSE . B B9 TR b N 51 AR R I AR B BE 77, A
AT FIMEZ RSN, 5 S8 0 %1 35 2 B R SEBUR A hr, 513
JEVEAT] o IXEET] i ) 5 FAR S R AL ST AT R R R B i, A AT SG
ERRZEHE . R, SR, 20 7T KaEfBRRLER. AT R
ZIETTEFAT, R ENA SR A BURE BhBEEM Tt 7 5 B 1 1 i
o /NIRRT R Z BT LLRESE AR R A 4G B %, 50T B ol
AL S B UTAH oG, AAT T PS8 M0 B o Iir G A d s, 3 — B[4 il 1 AH B
P ER AT, HPE AR B2 s 58 OE. /D iE)E, BURRISE
PR TN NFAR, R B O AR S AT A E B E T A
¥ TIeY'% =S iy N MBS i

=. B EMEBERESMHEN
A2 LR SRR R ATIIE RS (IETE Y, e AR 3L
il 5 (U TEAE MRV L AG AL (8 S AR AL 2 AR R e, AR R Z A3
Mgz gl SR, JE BURBUR AR Ak 23R AR, ot R vk A i S 1 32
Lo MERAT A G M HESIR, R MEAT AR 2 A R IETE

1 2 i, Emanuelle Burton, “Moral Horror and Moral Maturity: Philip Pullman’s Theological Anthro-
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