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Abstract: In Hard-Boiled Wonderland and the End of the World, Japanese writer
Haruki Murakami applies to the novel, for the first time, the juxtaposition of double
narrative lines: the two apparently parallel and independent stories in odd and even
numbered chapters respectively serve actually as two phases of one story which is
developed chronologically on the same axis of time. This narrative structure helps
to not only realize the writer’s intention of effective transition of brain text, but also
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draw the readers’ attention to the key word of the novel “mind.” That is, “mind”
could be regarded as the aesthetic representation of brain text in literary works since
it has consensus with the connotation of brain text, which exers crucial influences
on existence and ethical choices of human beings. Brain text, as one of the key
terms of ethical literary criticism, helps us fully understand “mind,” thoroughly
analyze the first irrational ethical choice and the second rational choice of the
narrator “I,” and then draw the conclusion that an individual ought to conform to
the existing brain text as the precondition for his ethical choices, absorb rationally
the alien yet reasonable brain text to improve brain text of his own, meanwhile
approach the temporal and spacial unity in the emotional communication with
the others and the whole world, and consequently end up with his rational ethical
choices.
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