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Title: Ethical Critical Approaches to Pascal Quignard’s Novels

Abstract: As an outstanding contemporary French writer, Pascal Quignard
has produced many influential works by integrating music, linguistics, history,
philosophy and aesthetic ideas into his literary creation since his debut in the 1970s.
In his works, he presents readers with a panoramic picture of humans’ anxiety over
life and death, mental pain, and absurdity of life in the living circumstances. As
Post-industrial age has brought with it serious social imbalances such as anxiety,
technocracy, ecological crisis and terrorism, etc., Quignard rejects the solidified
secular ethical values, questions the conventional ethical order and advocates
an ethical choice and thinking mode running counter to the existing ethics and
cognition for the exploration of an identity of independence and freedom, the
demise of the “being” of nothingness and the realization of his ethical goal of
spiritual freedom through reading, thus establishing a new ethical relationship
between man and his work, man and his life, man and the society.
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